New Mexico Historical Review
Volume 43

Number 1

Article 1

1-1-1968

Full Issue
New Mexico Historical Review

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmhr

Recommended Citation
New Mexico Historical Review. "Full Issue." New Mexico Historical Review 43, 1 (1968).
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmhr/vol43/iss1/1

This Full Issue is brought to you for free and open access by UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in New Mexico Historical Review by an authorized editor of UNM Digital Repository. For more information,
please contact disc@unm.edu.

RJ~YbiBfio
JANUARY 1968

JlUG 15 1969

LEE MYERS

JM.i\tl. STATE LII?;]Dll .,

MILITARY ESTABLISHMENTS
g1Nt~<1fr1THWESTERN NEW MEXICO
ELEANOR B. ADAMS &: KEITH W. ALGIBR

A FRONTIER BOOK LIST-1800
HISTORICAL SOCIETY NOTES
BOOK REVIEWS

$1.2 5

ANNUAL AWARD
NMHR is happy to announce that Fray Angelico
Chavez is the I 967 winner of the annual award offered
by the History Department of the University of New
Mexico for "Pohe-Yemo's Representative and the Pueblo Revolt of 168o," which appeared in April I967.
At the suggestion of the judges, Dr. Victor Westphall,
former President of the Historical Society of New
Mexico, and Dr. Richard E. Greenleaf, Academic Vice
President and head of the History Department of the
University of the Americas, Mexico City, Lawrence R.
Murphy receives Honorable Mention for "The Beaubien and Miranda Land Grant, I841-I846," which
appeared in January 1967.
The prize, one hundred dollars, is offered for the best
article by a non-professional historian published in
NMHR during each calendar year. Graduate students
in history are eligible, but not members of the regular
history staffs of institutions of higher learning; historical
contributions by professionals in other fields will receive
consideration. The I 968 winner will be named in the
January I 969 issue of NMHR.

NEW MEXICO
HISTORICAL REVIEW
VoL. XLIII, No. I

JANUARY

1968

Eleanor B. Adams, Editor
Keith Ann Kraft, Editorial Assistant
BOARD OF EDITORS

Donald C. Cutter, Chairman
Eleanor B. Adams, ex officio
Frank W. Ikle
Gerald D. Nash
Frank D. Reeve

NEw MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW is published quarterly by the University of New
Mexico. CoPYRIGHT 1968 by the University of New Mexico Press.
SuBSCRIPTION: $6 per year, including membership in the Historical Society of
New Mexico. Subscriptions and other business communications should be addressed
to the University of New Mexico Press, Albuquerque, New Mexico 87ro6.
MANUsCRIPTS and editorial correspondence should be addressed to The Editor,
New Mexico Historical Review, Fine Arts Center M 227-28, The University of New
Mexico, Albuquerque, New Mexico 87ro6.
ENTERED as second-class postage paid at Albuquerque, New Mexico 87ro6. Composed, printed and bound in the U.S.A. at the UNM Printing Plant. -

2

CONTRIBUTORS

LEE MYERS, who lives in Carlsbad, New Mexico, supplements his research in official records of the military in Territorial New Mexico by exploring the terrain for traces of forgotten frontier posts.
Now a member of the History Department of Eastern Kentucky University at Richmond, Kentucky, KEITH W. ALGIER served on NMHR's
staff during 1964-1965. He discovered the Amezqueta book list while preparing his doctoral dissertation, "Feudalism on New Spain's Northern
Frontier: Valle de San Bartolome, A Case Study." Since records of private
libraries on the frontier in the colonial period are rare, the Editor, long addicted to this aspect of intellectual history, persuaded him to collaborate
with her in preparing this one for publication.

Contents

MILITARY ESTABLISHMENTS IN SOUTHWESTERN
NEW MEXICO: STEPPING STONES TO SETTLEMENT
LEE MYERS

5

A FRONTIER BOOK LIST-1800
ELEANOR B. ADAMS & KEITH W, ALGIER

49

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF NEW MEXICO NOTES

61

BOOK REVIEWS

65

CONTRIBUTORS

2

FRANK DRIVER REEVE
June 7, 1899-December 31, 1967

Editor

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW
1946- 1964

5

MILITARY ESTABLISHMENTS
IN SOUTHWESTERN NEW MEXICO:
STEPPING STONES TO SETTLEMENT
LEE MYERS

sOUTHWESTERN NEW MEXICO was unequivocally Apache country. The plateaus, rolling hills, and mountains surrounded by the
fertile valleys of the Mimbres and Gila Rivers were ranged by one
of the most prominent branches of the Apache, the Mimbrefio.
Smaller bands often received names from their geographical locations: Warm Springs, Copper Mine, Coyotero or Gila Apache. To
the north and west were their cousins, the Mogollon, Pinal, and
TontoApache. 1
With the end ofthe Mexican War life in the Southwest and
California began to change from the easygoing Mexican way. to
the avaricious, restless, dog-eat-dog Yankee mode. Following hard
on the heels of the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo in I 848, the
frantic rush of gold hunters to California began. Southern immigrants to the land of promise immediately. hit the trail westward through New Mexico and Arizona, often following routes
pioneered by Kearny and Cooke on the march to the conquest of
California. West of the Rio Grande, they crossed the heart of
Apacheland. Soon these fierce and bloody nomads were as much
of a thorn in the side to the Americans as they had long been to
the Mexicans.
When the American army invaded New Mexico, the Apache
felt a kinship with the white soldiers because of common enmity
to the Mexicans. When the war ended, the situation soon
changed. The Mexicans had been their hereditary enemies and
the savage mind could not grasp the idea of peace with them.
They continued their bloody raids into Chihuahua and Sonora and
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soon began to attack the wagon trains crawling west. Little has
been written about this chapter of Apache activity, but by I 85 I
the Mimbreno, especially the Copper Mine band under Mangas
Coloradas, were becoming very restive.
In January of that year John R. Bartlett's Boundary Commission, some three hundred men strong, with their 3rd Infantry
escort, set up headquarters at the abandoned Mexican village of
Santa Rita del Cobre, the famed copper mines that gave Mangas
Coloradas' band its name. Bartlett called this encampment Cantonment Dawson. 2

FORT WEBSTER

EARLIER, in February I85o, Major Enoch Steen, commanding
the garrison at Dona Ana, had reported to his superiors that on
February 2, a party of Apache had made an audacious early
morning raid upon the post herd, driven off a number of animals,
and wounded four Mexican herders, one of whom later died. After
a desperate but fruitless chase, they gave up the pursuit only to
find that while the military had been occupied with the first party
of raiders, two more parties had entered the opposite side of town,
driven off twenty-three oxen, and carried two Mexican boys into
slavery.
Major Steen recommended, in no uncertain terms, a campaign
against the marauders as soon as possible. To facilitate such an
expedition he suggested the establishment of a depot near the
Copper Mines. Then, on March 24, I 85o, the major reported
that he had just returned from reconnaissance there. His report
recommended it as the best location for a post because there were
already sufficient quarters that could be made habitable at minimum cost, timber for building, water, and grazing. In addition,
Steen declared, there were "bottom lands" for the production of
forage. Troops and mounts could be stationed there at substantial
savings over the cost at Dona Ana. 3
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On January 23, I 852, shortly after Bartlett's party left, Company K, 3rd United States Infantry, established an official army
post at Santa Rita, named Fort Webster in honor of Daniel Webster, then United States Senator from Massachusetts. 4
The Santa Rita locale is rough and rocky in the extreme. The
nearest "bottom lands" are along the Mimbres River, eight miles
east, and Steen must have been thinking of that place when he
wrote of the production of forage, a fact that will become more
evident as the story of Fort Webster unfolds.
The United States government was faced not only with the
problem of controlling Apache raids, but with making provision
for their economic and social future. From I848 to I85I, James
S. Calhoun had been New Mexico Indian Agent. With the organization of the Territory in March I85I, the Territorial Governor
became ex officio Superintendent of Indian Affairs. 5 About this
time certain interested parties began to advocate governmentfinanced farms for the partial subsistence of the Apache, as a
cheaper and more humane solution to the problem than total extermination. Many urged the latter, especially the frontier settler
who had to deal directly with the red men.
Whether Fort Webster was moved to the Mimbres Valley to
facilitate farming activities by the troops or to keep watch over the
Indians, newly turned farmers, is questionable; perhaps to serve
both purposes. Be that as it may, the post was removed from the
Copper Mines on September 9, I 8p, 6 to the Mimbres River at a
point a short mile northeast of Henry Acklin's store and nearly
due west of the village of San Lorenzo, 7 on New Mexico State
Road 6I.
An inspector of the army who visited the post on the Mimbres
in October I853, reported it built of logs and adobe. 8 Recently,
the present owner of the land had difficulty in leveling a portion of
the site for agricultural purposes because of piles of fieldstones in
mounds of earth-apparently the remains of a part of the old post
covered with disintegrated adobe. 9
The post was commanded at that time, said the inspector, by
Major Steen, and the garrison was composed of officers and men
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of Companies H, 2nd Dragoons, K, 3rd Infantry, and E, 2nd
Dragoons. 10 Total strength, for duty, was five commissioned officers, 20 I enlisted men, and one assistant surgeon. A garden and
farm "looked well," and hay for the animals of the command was
cut from nearby natural meadows. Most of the men of Major
Steen's Company H, 2nd Dragoons, had "joined the Temperance
Society."11
William Carr Lane, who became Governor of the Territory
of New Mexico in I 852, was a supporter of the feed them versus
the kill them policy. 12 Armed with his authority as Superintendent
of Indian Affairs, he resolved to put his theory to work with the
Mimbrefio. Major Steen wrote to Lane toward the end of I8p,
advocating the establishment of a farm on the Gila River about
forty miles west. There the Indians could be taught to support
themselves by farming and stock raising "instead of plundering
the white settlements and haciendas." 13 It appears that he also
recommended a similar program at Fort Webster.
The governor visited the two sites in April I 853, and attempted to put the Fort Webster project into operation.14 His
efforts appear to have been partially successful, but he was forced
to suspend operations upon orders from George Manypenny, Commissioner of Indian Affairs in Washington, and for lack of funds. 15
Inspector Mansfield had recommended that the post be moved
to the Gila River. On December 20, I853, it was moved, probably
upon his recommendation, but to a point near present Hatch, New
Mexico, on the west bank of the Rio Grande. This new post was
named Fort Thorn. 16

GILA DEPOT

IN I857 James L. Collins succeeded to the office of Superintendent of Indian Affairs, and Colonel Benjamin L. Eulalie de
Bonneville17 led an expedition from Fort Thorn against the Apache
bands living on the Gila River. The Gila Apache had been receiving considerable attention from the time of Steen and Lane. Super-
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intendent Collins recommended a reservation on. the Gila "at a
point far removed from the settlements and vested interests. Here
under the shadow of a large military post that would be necessitated, he believed the bands could easily be concentrated, fed
and kept at peace."18
Continued Apache marauding had culminated in the murder, in I 856, near Fort Defiance, Arizona, of Indian Agent H. L.
Dodge. 19 A military expedition to punish the guilty bands was
now deemed necessary. For a campaign of sufficient size to accomplish the desired results on such a remote frontier, an advanced base was mandatory.· Accordingly, Colonel Bonneville,
accompanied by a train of wagons loaded with stores, arrived at
the Gila on May I I, I857, fiom Fort Thorn. In retrospect it seems
a most interesting trip. Their route led them southwest from Fort
Thorn, skirting the southern spurs of the Black Range Mountains, then called "Sierra de Los Mimbres," to Cook's Spring;
then along a portion of the route to be traversed a year later by the
Butterfield Overland Mail to "Ojo de Vaca," or Cow Spring. From
that muddy but indispensable watering stop their way led directly
northwest, passing the Burro Mountains on the east, with the site
of future Silver City, New Mexico, to their northeast, until they
reached their destination on the east bank of the Gila. 20 Here
Bonneville established Gila Depot, a most elusive frontier military
post.
Since it existed for a very short time, it was probably sheltered
almost entirely under canvas. Ariy attempt to locate the site today
is frustrating, for the best we can do is narrow the search down to
a small area of probability. Several historical factors serve as a
guide:
I) The approximate location is known through later events
and local lore. In January I 863, a board of officers from the newly
arrived California column was ordered to select a site for Fort
West. The board reported that they had decided upon a location
on a height of land "about a mile north of Bonneville's depot of
z8s7." 21 The Fort West site is well known today by the local
ranchers, many of whom are second, even third-generation resi-
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dents, but none of them appear even to have heard of the Depot.
2) Bonneville, reporting upon his arrival on the Gila, said
that they had "established the depot on the left bank of the Gila
River." 22
The last six miles of his journey from Fort Thorn had been
down a canyon from the direction of Santa Lucia Spring. This
spring is known today as Mangas Spring. Inspection of the ground
shows that the canyon was almost certainly Greenwood Canyon.
In his report the Colonel stated that they "Fixed our camp on a
bluff in sight of this canon." His map of the region from Fort
Thorn to the Gila included an inset plan of the Depot which
clearly shows it close to the stream and at a point directly north
of a wide swinging loop. In another letter, dated a few days later,
Bonneville stated that "the Depot is situated upon a low bluff,
about I oo yards from the east bank of the Rio Gila." 23
·Locating the site about a mile south of old Fort West, and on
the left, or east, bank of the Gila, should place it in or near Section Io, R. I7 W., T. I6 S., and less than a quarter of a mile
southeast of the Roy Clark Riverside store. Locating it in relation
to the Gila River, however, is not so easily done. Searching for
this site in October I 966, the writer, in company with friends
from Silver City who know the country and history well, found a
likely location at the above point. On a height of desert land that
could be termed a bluff, overlooking the mouth of Greenwood
Canyon, and terminating in a cut just made for a relocation of
U.S. Highway 26o, we found a few scattered fragments of broken
bottles of the type commonly found on army sites of the frontier
period, a very few square nails, and several groups of fieldstones
that might be of either Indian or military origin. The summit of
this low bluff is a reasonably level area of some three or four
acres, well adapted to the needs of a military site. Among the
meager traces found that might indicate an army camp there was
a short piece of pinon cedar, about two inches in diameter and ten
inches long, sharpened to a point and driven into the ground at
an angle, suggesting that it could have been used as a tent stake.
This stake was heavily weathered, so much so that one familiar
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with the durability of this wood, and the dry preservative atmosphere of the region, would realize that it had withstood many years
of winds and blowing sand to present its present appearance.
From the bluff the mouth of Greenwood Canyon can be
clearly seen, about two miles distant, and the site of Fort West, a
scant mile northwest. The site is approximately one hundred yards
from the left bank of the Gila River, but the channel of the stream
is about an eighth of a mile farther southwest, the intervening
space a low, Rat bottomland. Longtime residents say that the Gila
River in Rood has been known to change the course of its stream
bed. Perhaps the stream, in 1857, Rowed close to this bank; the
volume of Row at that time was greater than now; and if!igation
and other agricultural practices could have caused radical change~.
Old arn1y reports, written under the strain of ~xhausting marches,
privation, even battle, leave much to be desired in today's reconstruction of the story of the frontier.
Bonneville's map also shows a "Prospect Hill" bordering the
river on the west and opposite the depot. Such a hill does stand out
prominently at this location. Although there is little evidence to
fix the site conclusively, the following points are in favor of this
location: The site is close to the reputed distance from Fort West,
established later. Greenwood Canyon is plainly visible. It corresponds to Bonneville's map in relation to the loop in the river,
provided the stream formerly Rowed near the east, or north, bank.
Prospect Hill seems to be in the direction mentioned. It is also
certain that if this is not the site, it is very close to the true 011e.
Historical references are frequently found to a "Fort Floyd"
on or near the site of Gila Depot. This has been the cause of much
confusion. Second Lieutenant Henry M. Lazelle, 8th Infantry,
who for a while was adjutant of the column that marched from
Fort Thorn, referred to the depot once in his diary: "I visited 'Fort
Floyd' as 'Old Bonne's' . . . stronghold is designated, for the purpose of submitting the 'report' of our Column's operations." 24 In
official correspondence, Lazelle's commanding officer also referred
to "Camp Floyd." 25 This name was no doubt used to honor Secretary of War John Buchanan Floyd, and there is no evidence that
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it was ever officially authorized. Probably it was superseded by the
universally used designation "Gila Depot." Another Fort Floyd,
also unauthorized, was located nearby three years later and will
be discussed below.
A large part of Bonneville's troops was encamped on the west
side of the river approximately a mile and a half downstream from
the depot, on a site selected by Lazelle and named by him "Camp
Union." 26
At best, Bonneville's expedition seems to have been ephemeral
in results, if not actually comic opera in scope and performance.
Two large forces converged upon the Gila, and a third, under
Major Steen, cooperated by clearing the Apache from the Chiricahua Mountains of eastern Arizona. On May I, Lieutenant Colonel Dixon Stansbury Miles, 3rd Infantry (whom Governor Lane
in his diary called a "walking sponge, martinet & a-"), 27 left Fort
Thorn with a command of about four hundred men. This was
known as the southern column and was composed of various units,
or parts of units, of the I st Dragoons, Mounted Riflemen, 3rd and
8th Infantry, six guides and spies, thirty-five Mexican packers,
and Assistant Surgeon John M. Haden. 28
That day and the next Colonel William Wing Loring, commanding the Regiment of Mounted Rifles, left Albuquerque with
the northern column, composed chiefly of his Rifle Regiment,
minus the detachments marching with Miles' southern column,
buttressed by units of the 3rd Infantry, some artillery, and anumber of Mexican and Indian spies and trailers. 29 Assistant Surgeon
Letterman accompanied them to care for the sick and wounded.
The total number of troops involved, exclusive of Steen's command, was nearly eight hundred. 30
· From the depot the troops fanned out in several parties to beat
the brush throughout much of the surrounding country-the Gila
and Mimbres valleys, the Burro, Mogollon, and San Vicente
Mountains, now the Pinos Altos range. For months the New
Mexico press had heralded the approach of the troops. Although
the Apache were not regular readers of the territorial newspapers,.
they were well informed about progress of the movement. 31 As
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the two forces approached their rendezvous on the Gila, they found
the entire country on fire, a savage version of the scorched-earth
policy. 32 So complete was the destruction that at times the troops
had difficulty in finding enough grass in protected spots to subsist
their horses and mules. Screened by the smoke and Hames, the
Indians gathered up their horses, mules, and camp gear, and, with
their women and children, migrated to the safety of the mountains
of Arizona and Chihuahua until the white soldiers should tire of
chasing shadows. But they were not to escape entirely unscathed.
The Indian contingent of Loring's northern column found and
attacked a Mimbres band about ten miles east of the upper Mimbres River, killed six or seven, including the chief, Cuchillo
Negro, and captured nine women and children. 33 Then Bonneville, disappointed that the enemy refused to stand and fight, personally commanded a column that found and fought a band in
the White Mountains, near Mount Graham, in Arizona. Twentyfour Indians were found dead after the fight-the troops hoped
more. Twenty-seven prisoners were taken, again women and
children. 34
On July I 2, after the battle in Arizona, Bonneville wrote
Brigadier General John Garland, commanding the Department of
Arizona: "I see no necessity for the continuance of this depot."
The Bonneville War of I857 was over. Dr. Michael Steck, Special Indian Agent and a true humanitarian, who was then trying
valiantly to induce the Gila bands to settle on farms, resented the
whole thing because it scattered his charges and nullified his
efforts. 35 Bonneville's principal accomplishment had been to incur
the undying contempt of his men and officers. 36
BURRO MOUNTAIN CAMP

THE UNITED STATEs, however, is famous for its policy of promotion by seniority, and on September I 6, I 868, the father of Gila
Depot succeeded to the command of the Department of New
Mexico, which included both New Mexico and Arizona.
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Concluding a report to the commander in chief of the United
States Army of an inspection of his department in 1859, Bonneville stated that, upon the recommendation of Steck, he had
ordered "Company 'C', Rifles, commanded by Lieutenant Rowland, together with one hundred men under Major Gordon," 37 to
locate a post "on the southeast of the Burro Mountains, eight or
ten miles north of the Overland Mail station. . . . I have established the company in a permanent camp, subject to your approval."38 Apparently, General Scott, Commanding, United States
Army, did not approve, for the Burro Mountain camp is one of
the military mysteries of the Southwest. There is no known record
of any permanent building there.
Approximately six and a half miles southwest of the 7XV
ranch turnoff from N .M. State Road 90, hidden from view from
that unimproved ranch road, stand the partially ruined walls of a
large stone corral that may well have been Bonneville's Burro
Mountain camp. 39 It is eight or ten miles north of Soldier's Farewell Peak, a station on the Overland Mail Company's stage line
from 1858 to 1861, located on high ground some three or four
hundred yards east of Stone Corral Spring, on the margin of Walnut Canyon.40 The walls of the corral are red granite, many of
the stones three and four times the size of a man. Originally, they
stood over six feet high. Inside, some eighteen inches above the
ground, extending the length of all four walls is what may have
been a firing-step. In later years when John (Jack) Frost, who
claimed the surrounding ranch land during frontier times, was
asked who the builders were, he replied, "The Military."41
Little more is known about the site. Near the spring, long
dry, are the ruins of what Mr. Frost described as a stone oven,
saying that in his early years there it had stood intact. As the name
implies, there are walnut trees along the dry bed of the canyon,
probably many more before the beginning of settlement. The surrounding range is still a cattleman's paradise. Bonneville's three
requisites for a military post-wood, water, and grazing-were
filled. The site, still owned by the Frost heirs, is about twelve
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miles southeast of the Burro Mountains. Since the corral has
probably been under water, it is unlikely that military artifacts
can now be discovered to substantiate this theory.

FORT McLANE

THERE IS a plausible reason why Bonneville's mysterious camp
was soon abandoned: Fort McLane. This fort was originally lo~
cated near Apache T ejo, or Apache Springs, five miles south of
the copper-smelting town of Hurley, and twelve miles northeast
of the Stone Corral. Although official records consistently state
that Fort McLane, first called Camp, or Fort Webster, was esta~
lished on September 16, 186o,42 correspondence filed in the National Archives shows that this is incorrect.
On October 9, 186o, Major Isaac Lynde, 7th lnfantry/3 apparently in response to orders from the War Department (no
doubt intended to accomplish what Bonneville had attempted at
the Stone Corral), wrote the assistant adjutant general of the army
as follows:
Sir: I have the honor to report that I arrived on the Mimbres
River on the r6th of September, r86o, and from that time 'till the
9th of October I was engaged in examining the country for a suitable site for a military post, and I have selected this point as the
most eligible point that I could find-this place is about fifteen miles
south of the Santa Rita Coppermines, twenty miles south of the
Gold Mines [Pinos Altos] and about twelve miles west of the point
where the road traveled by the Overland Mail coaches cross the
Mimbres River.
No point nearer the mines could be found where a post could
be sustained.
There is at this point a sufficient supply of good water, wood
and timber within reach, and plenty of the finest grazing for stock.
I encamped at this place today and shall proceed· to build huts
for my command which will be all I can do 'till spring.
I have recommended that the post be called "Fort Webster." 44
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Here we have not only the true date of establishment, October 9,
but the probable source of the erroneous one, September I 6.
On October I 8, Major Lynde filed a report recommending
a military reservation surrounding the post. Official notations
attached to the report show that it was approved by the Secretary
of War on December I8, I86o, and "Named Fort McLane,
W.D.G.O. [War Department General Order] No. I of I86Ithus instead of Fort Webster as proposed by Maj. Lynde and of
Fort Floyd, as proposed by Col. Fauntleroy." Fauntleroy was now
department commander.
As with Gila Depot and Burro Mountain Camp, we cannot
definitely pinpoint the site. Local lore places it on the spot now
occupied by the horse corrals of the 2C Cattle Company/5 less
than a mile south of the Apache Tejo pumping station, which
now supplies much of the water for the townsite and industrial
needs of the Kennecott Copper Corporation at Hurley. Within
the memory of many not-too-old residents of the area, a small
creek carried the waters from Apache Spring by the site and furnished a plentiful supply for men and animals. During Major
Lynde's time this small stream sank into the ground two and a
half miles south of the fort. 46
Fort McLane was named in honor of Captain George McLane, ·
Mounted Rifles, who was killed by Navajo Indians at the time
Major Lynde was establishing it. 47 Post returns for January I86o,
refer to the installation first as Fort Floyd and then as Fort McLane, Major Lynde, 7th Infantry, Commanding. Companies B
and G, 7th Infantry, garrisoned the post during January and
February I861. Citizen employees included an interpreter at $3o
a month, a chief herder at $25, two herders at $2o, and one expressman, or mounted messenger, at $6o. The high salary of the
expressman indicates the danger from Indian attacks and the
frontier skills required of a messenger traveling through the Indian country of southern New Mexico at that time.
Official communications received during February included
General Order No. I, January I8, I86I, from the adjutant general's office, entered at Fort McLane February 25, which gave
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Lynde and his garrison notice of the change of name from Camp
or Fort Webster, or Fort Floyd, to Fort McLane. Official communications received during March included a letter disallowing
until further orders contracting for building materials for the
construction of "Fort McLane, N .M."
Fort McLane was designated headquarters for the 7th Regiment of Infantry during March, and in April the "Head Quarters"
detachment, staff and band, plus Companies A and E of the
regiment, arrived at the grubby little post for duty. It must have
seemed the advanced borders of nowhere to the men and officers
stationed there.
In May the garrison was still field and staff and Companies
A, B, E, and G. Assistant Surgeon E. N. Hovey reported scurvy
to an alarming extent. Post returns say little about Indian troubles
other than listing two scouting parties which left the post in June
I 86 I. They returned without recording results of any importance.
The returns for this month were signed on the 2oth by Captain
J. N. Jones, 7th Infantry, "Commanding the Post." On June 29
orders were posted to remove regimental headquarters, staff, and
band to Fort Fillmore, New Mexico. These units, presumably
with Lynde at their head, left McLane the next day. 48 Official
records say that the post was abandoned on July 3, I861. No
reservation was established. 49
Less than a month later, on the night of July 26, I 86 I, Major
Lynde abandoned Fort Fillmore to the Confederate forces of
Colonel John R. Baylor invading New Mexico from Texas. 50 This
military transgression was magnified tenfold next day by Lynde's
surrender of his entire command to Baylor's inferior numbers as
they approached San Augustine Pass through the Organ Mountains on their way northward to Fort Stanton. This incident has
been told too often to bear repeating here, but it is reasonable to
reflect upon what might have happened had Fort McLane been
commanded by an officer of more determination.
Fort McLane was not abandoned for long. During a brief
period of reactivation it was in the limelight of southwestern New
Mexico history. With the final defeat, in early I 862, of the Con-
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federates in New Mexico, and their morale-shattering march down
the Rio Grande to Mesilla and to Franklin, Texas, an avenging
army of California Volunteers, commanded by Brigadier General
James H. Carleton, came shuffiing through the deserts of southern
Arizona and New Mexico, dust-choked and water-famished, to
chase the last units of the invading southerners back to Texas, 51
and to bring retribution to various tribes of southwestern Indians
who had taken advantage of the white man's quarrel to overrun
the frontier. The Californians reoccupied Fort McLane.
·
Arriving on the Rio' Grande in July 1862, Carleton set up a
sub-headquarters at Mesilla, "District of Arizona," 52 in charge of
Colol).el Joseph R. West, 53 1st Infantry, California Volunteers. A
supply depot, probably named Camp Johnson, was set up at or
near Mesilla. 54 Carleton, ordered to the command of the Department of New Mexico, made his headquarters in Santa Fe. With
these control points set up, various units of the volunteers were
marched posthaste throughout the Territory of New Mexico to
reoccupy abandoned posts and to establish new ones. Their immediate duties were to reassert the white man's rule over the Indians of that troubled land.
Post returns were recorded for Fort McLane for the month
of January 1863, 55 but most of the troops listed, all Californians,
were active in the field. They included field and staff and Companies A, C, and D, 1st Cavalry, A and D, 1st Infantry, and A,
5th Infantry. Two commissioned officers and sixteen enlisted men
from other units were attached, one of the officers in charge of
two mountain howitzers. The total command, present, absent and
accounted for, was two hundred and fifty-three.
Company A, 5th Infantry, was ordered to Pinos Altos on the
19th of that month to protect the miners there, 5 6 while units under
Captains William McCleave and Edmund D. Shirland were on
active duty in the field against the Apache. 57 William Ketteredge,
a civilian physician, was acting assistant surgeon. Other civilians
employed were a blacksmith, three spies and scouts, one wagonmaster, four teamsters, eleven laborers, and one overseer to keep
them busy.
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The post returns indicate that it was occupied by California
troops from January through April, when it was probably abandoned except as a camping spot for units on the march. Beginning
in February, the name was written "Fort McLean, Arizona Territory." This was merely a misspelling of the name, but the "Arizona Territory" has resulted in much confusion in the annals of
that time and locality.
In this area, and throughout the Territory of New Mexico,
officers and men were under orders from Carleton to make war
on the Indians, to kill the men and make prisoners of the women
and children. 58 Conditions were desperate, and the general believed that desperate measures were necessary. McCleave and
Shirland operated accordingly. On January 14, 1863, Shirland,
with twenty men, left Fort McLane on an errand that was to place
a stigma on that post for all time. At Pinos Altos, on the seventeenth, in company with a party of hardened frontier prospectors,
he took prisoner the redoubtable chief Mangas Coloradas, and
returned with him to the fort. On the night of January 18-19,
Mangas was killed by his guards, allegedly while attempting to
escape. 59 Various versions of this incident are recorded. 60 The general tenor of the whole story seems to be that Mangas had been the
chief instigator of much marauding and bloodshed, that while that
giant savage lived, no end was in sight, and that the gravity of the
problem justified the dubious manner of his end. In any case, killing an Apache during those bloody times was considered, on the
frontier at least, less than a matter of reprobation.
With Mangas' huge body less than cold, both Shirland and
McCleave took the field to drive home the blow against Apache
violence by raiding scattered bands of the chief's people near Pinos
Altos and along the Mimbres River nearby. 61 Several Indians were
killed, including Mangas' son, and his wife was wounded and
captured. Thus did Carleton and his men begin their campaigns
to make southwestern New Mexico safe for immigration and
settlement.
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FORT WEST

As ALREADY NOTED, Captain Joseph Smith's Company A, 5th
Infantry, California Volunteers, was stationed at Pinos Altos from
January to March 1863. Then they marched to Fort Stanton,
where they served until May 1864- 62 Pinos Altos was never a
regular established post.
At Mesilla, on January 6, 1863, Carleton issued General Orders No. 1, reading in part:
A military post will be established without delay near the headwaters of the Gila River to control the Apache Indians infesting that
portion of the Territory, and to afford protection to the people who
are developing the Gold Regions of Pinos Altos.
This post will be garrisoned by two companies of cavalry and
two of infantry, California Volunteers. It will be known as Fort
West, unless otherwise ordered by competent authority. The exact
site will be determined by a Board of Officers to be organized from
the Head Quarters of the District of Arizona. . . .

The second paragraph of these orders was the match soon to
set off the powder train resulting in Mangas Coloradas' death and
the Apache war that followed:
Brigadier General West, Commanding the District of Arizona,
will immediately organize a suitable expedition to chastise what is
known as Mangus Colorado's Band of Gila Apaches. The campaign to be made by this expedition must be a vigorous one, and
the punishment of that band of murderers and others must be
thorough and sharp.aa

General West accompanied the expedition as far as Fort McLane,
arriving there in time to be accused of ordering Mangas' death. 64
Three days after the killing he issued his Special Orders No. 5,
creating a board of officers composed of Captains McCleave and
Shirland of the 1st Cavalry, and Captain Francis S. Mitchell, 1st
Infantry, California Volunteers, with orders to make a survey of
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"the country lying west, and north of the 'Pinos Altos Mines,'
and adjacent to the head waters of the Gila River." 65
The board of officers left Fort McLane on January 27 and
marched to the Gila, in the vicinity of "Mangas Farm" and Bonneville's old Gila Depot. 66 After a fairly thorough inspection of the
vicinity, the board returned to Fort McLane and recommended
that the new post be located "on the south side of the Gila River,
about one mile north of the site of the camp established by the
expedition against the Apaches in 1857, under command of Col.
Bonneville." The report of the board continues: "The site upon
which the Board recommends the fort to be located is situated
upon a bluff, immediately over the river, which affords a view
of the whole surrounding country, and is only about twelve miles
from where the Gila makes its exit from the Santa Rita Mountains."67 This place is on the present Hersh ranch, Section 20, T.
16 South, R. 17 West, about a mile southwest of the farming village of Gila, New Mexico.
On February 16, 1863, Company A, 1st Cavalry, and D, 1st
Infantry, Volunteers, left Fort McLane for the Gila. They arrived two days later and camped until the twenty-fourth,· then
moved to the site selected. On February 28, regimental headquarters and Company C, 1st Cavalry, arrived from McLane to join
the garrison. Captain McCleave, commanding the post, wrote
on March 1, that "the adjacent country is infested by the Apache
Indians, but said to be very rich in minerals." 68 Records of the
California Volunteers show that Companies A, B, and C, 1st
Cavalry, and D, 1st Infantry, made their monthly returns from
there on February 28. 69
McCleave's report that the surrounding country was infested
by Apache was not quite true. As the troops moved in, Mangas
Coloradas' people withdrew towards the rugged mountains along
the Gila River in Arizona. 70 An expedition commanded by Captain Shirland, composed of eighty enlisted men of Company C,
1st Cavalry, dismounted, and Company D, 1st Infantry, twentyfour civilian scouts led by Joseph Reddeford Walker, veteran
mountain man, 71 and three Mexican guides, set out on March 4,
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followed the river well into Arizona, and returned March 22
without accomplishing anything except to fire a few futile shots
at a small band of Indians scouting their advance, and guarding
Walker's men while they prospected for gold in the various streams
and canyons they passed. 72
Although settlers had begun to take up land in the valley adjacent to Fort West, 73 perhaps following the protection of the
troops, that post was still most definitely in Indian country. War
parties, of men only, were constantly infiltrating back from their
Arizona strongholds to harry small stray parties of soldiers or
civilians, and to hover about the grazing herds of livestock belonging to the fort in hope of running them off. They soon
succeeded.
On the afternoon of March 22, 1863, a large party of Indians,
both mounted and afoot, swooped down on the post herd as it
grazed under heavy guard within three-fourths of a mile of the
fort. When the dust and excitement settled, it was found that
fifty-four public and six private horses were on their thunderous
way west with the thieves. 74
After dark, a party commanded by McCleave in person
mounted the best animals remaining and started in pursuit. There
were eighty-one men of Companies A, B, and C, 1st Cavalry,
Volunteers. Bitter over the loss of his best mounts, McCleave led
his men at a despe~ate pace until the night of March 26, when
they neared the Indian camp near Rio Negro, Arizona. 75 After
scouting the rancho, at first light on the twenty-eighth the troops
awoke the sleeping inmates with a savage charge. Twenty minutes later most of the horses had been recovered, twenty-five Indians were dead, and about the same number wounded, most of
whom later died of their wounds. One soldier, Private James Hall,
Company B, 1st Cavalry, was wounded and died after returning
to the fort.
Undaunted, the Apache again attacked the post herds on
July 2o, unsuccessfully. 76 On August 27, they made off with
twenty-seven horses and mules from the quartermaster herd and
seven 1st Cavalry mounts.

24

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW XLIII: 1 1968

There was little rest for the garrison. On June 25, McCleave,
now promoted to major, wrote Bennett that he would leave Fort
West on the twenty-seventh with a command of fifty cavalrymen
and forty infantrymen, with eighteen days' rations, to march east
towards Mule Springs and the Rio Grande, in quest of another
band of Apache raiders. 77 Before leaving, McCleave relinquished
command of Fort West to Captain Valentine Dresher, 1st Infantry, Volunteers. 78 Dresher, in turn, relinquished command to
Captain James H. Whitlock, Company F, 5th Infantry, on September 28, 1863. 79 He then marched to Cook's Spring, about
twenty miles northeast of present-day Deming, where he established Fort Cummings on October 2, another of the string of
new posts set up by the California Volunteers. 80 Whitlock had
been recommended as post commander by none other than General Carleton. General West heartily agreed, and appointed him,
"knowing his fidelity, zeal and untiring vigilance." 81
The new post commander received his share of trouble, Indian and otherwise. Almost immediately after taking over, he received a request for protection from "Indians and other thieves"
by the "white citizens" of Pinos Altos. Joseph Walker's party of
prospectors had recently discovered gold at what soon became
known as Prescott, Arizona. 82 The Pinos Altos placers were becoming slim pickings and the miners were preparing to leave for
the new diggings. Meanwhile, Whitlock sent them a sergeant and
nine privates with rations for fifteen days, and asked the miners to
give the soldiers a lift back to Fort West on their way to Prescott. 83
Evidently not all residents of Pinos Altos left, for it was soon
decided that Fort West was not properly located to control the Indians or protect the miners there. Therefore, Special Orders No.
55, District of Arizona, December 25, 1863, ordered its abandonment. On January 1, 1864, Lieutenant John Martin was ordered to march immediately to Rio Mimbres, in charge of a government wagon train, and to report for duty upon arrival to Captain Chauncy R. Wellman, commanding that camp. 84
Fort West was abandoned on January 8, 1864. 85 A list of persons leaving on that date included Captain Whitlock, 1st Lieuten-
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ant George A Burkett, 5th Infantry, Volunteers, Hospital Steward
J. V. Mackintosh, U. S. Army, and sixty-nine enlisted men of
Company F, 5th Infantry, Volunteers. Captain Whitlock had
already relieved "the detachment of men stationed at Pinos
Altos." 86 All military property, including "locks, bolts, hinges, ...
of no value to the Indians" was loaded onto mule and ox-drawn
wagons and hauled to Camp Mimbres. Captain Whitlock further
reported: "I thought it would be incendiarism to set fire to the
finest set of Company Quarters and Head Quarters buildings in
the Territory, so I left Fort West standing in all its majesty to be
preempted by the savage Apache as a reward for the perseverance
and industry he has shown for watching it for the last three or
four months." 87 It is said that the Apache vented their hatred for
the white man, and Fort West, by burning these buildings. Whitlock left the post at noon, January 8, 1864, and arrived at Camp
Mimbres on the eleventh, 88 assuming command of that post from
Captain Wellman, Company F, 1st Cavalry, Volunteers, on the
twelfth. 89

CAMP MIMBRES

ALTHOUGH there is some uncertainty as to date, Camp Mimbres
seems to have been the next post established in southwestern New
Mexico, probably on August 10 or 11, 1863, when Major McCleave camped there with Companies A and C, 1st Cavalry, E
and F, 5th Infantry, and forty men of Band D, 1st Infantry, California Volunteers. They were under orders to make that point
their depot for operations against the Indians in the neighborhood
of the Florida Mountains, Cow Springs, Mimbres River, and west
toward Fort West. 90
Very little has been written about this, at best temporary, post.
Its exact location is controversial. Some maps show it on the east
bank of the Mimbres River, some on the west. A map of the Department of New Mexico, drawn under Carleton's orders in 1864,
places it on the west side. 91 This should be authoritative, but signs
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on the ground do not confirm this site, and further research is
necessary.
After McCleave's tenure the post was used partially as a base
for mounted vedettes patrolling the wagon road west to Fort Bowie,
Arizona, and as a grazing camp for the recuperation of brokendown horses and mules of the District of Arizona. Not for a minute, however, was its garrison exempted from the all-pervading
duty of Indian chasing, an occupation in which too often the
troops' only accomplishment was chasing, and nothing more.
Much official correspondence refers to Camp Mimbres at the
"Crossing of the Mimbres." This place was also known locally as
Mowry City, or Old Town. It was never known, officially or unofficially, as a fort. An exhaustive study of official orders and letters
written or received at that installation, and at neighboring posts,
shows references only to "Camp on Rio Mimbres" or "Rio Mimbres Camp." The orders and letters indicate that it was literally
just that-a temporary camp, housed under canvas.
The legend that it was a social center, where army officers and
their wives gathered for dances and other social occasions, is nothing but local mythology. The recorded history of the California
Volunteers, who garrisoned the camp, shows that three subjects
were uppermost in their minds: getting back to civilization, finding men and hours enough to perform the multitudinous duties of
the garrison, and taking care that some lurking savage did not
plant an arrow between their shoulder blades.
Whitlock soon found himself in need of the sterling qualities
for which General West had praised him. Gadfly Apache were
everywhere, and the captain's duties were out of all proportion to
the number of men. At one time he wrote to the assistant adjutant
general of the 5th Infantry saying, "the Indians are as thick as
crows around this post." As proof, he stated that the week before a
fellow officer encamped across the Mimbres had picketed ten cavalry horses near his wagons. The Indians crept into camp at night
and stole three of them from under the nose of the sentinel on
guard. 92 A few days later he wrote: "My men never grumble when
they have two nights in bed but when they have only one I do not
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blame them for thinking they have more than their share of duty to
perform." 93 Again he wrote: "My men come on guard duty every
third day when all are here & police once between guard & when
part is gone on a scout all hands have to stand guard." 94
In February r 864, Whitlock received word that a band of Indians were planning a raid on Pinos Altos. Instead of going pellmell to the defense, he marched with a small party at night by
roundabout trails, hid his force near the settlement, and sent scouts
surreptitiously to await the arrival of the raiders. When they did
arrive, he dealt them a surprise blow so sudden and savage that
thirteen out of nineteen were killed, including the chief. The captain said that "not one escaped with a whole hide." 95
On March 14, Whitlock learned that a party of Apache were
prowling the vicinity, and mounted an expedition to search for
them. About ten o'clock that night he unexpectedly stumbled
upon them in a marsh. The Indians disappeared as if by magic.
The captain deduced that they would head for a nearby cluster of
mountains and marched directly there. This time it was the Indians who gave Whitlock, astute though he was, a lesson in
strategy.
After wasting four days seeking their quarry in that rugged terrain, the troops returned to camp. There they learned that the band
they had been hunting so diligently for four days had, on the day
after their chance meeting, attacked the grazing mule herd of a
government train at Cow Springs, sixteen miles west of the Mimbres, making off with seventy-two animals and leaving the train
nearly helpless. 96
Understandably furious over the Apache coup, Whitlock left
Camp Mimbres on the morning of March 27 with blood in his
eye. His command consisted of twenty-five mounted men, thirtysix on foot, and two wagons loaded with thirty days' rations. Had
the Cow Springs raiders known the quality of their pursuer they
might well have abandoned the stolen herd. Knowing his Indians
well, he followed their trail westward only long enough to feel
sure of their approximate destination. Then he turned miles to one
side, forced marched northwest to the Gila River, traveled down
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this stream for five hard days, made cold, fireless camps, and at
last located his unsuspecting quarry in rugged country southwest
of present-day Safford, Arizona.
A fight before sunrise left the soldiers in possession of all but
three of the animals that had survived the Indians' Bight west.
Twenty-one Indians were dead, and many more wounded. 97 The
weary victors retraced their way east to the Mimbres with the footsore remnants of the stolen herd, smug in the redemption of their
honor and proficiency. Carlton hoped that the War Department
would recognize Whitlock's feat. 98
Life at Camp Mimbres continued, never dull. Because it was
astride the immigrant road there were constant calls for escort details to guard wagon trains and official mail and express parties going both east and west. Records mention detachments stationed at
Pinos Altos. 99 Whitlock was badgered by orders either impossible
or impracticable to obey. He was burdened with large numbers of
broken-down horses and mules-more than grazing in the vicinity
could support. He was ordered to furnish rations for passing trains
and expeditions-rations that could not be spared. Requisitions for
serviceable horses and mules exceeded those on hand. All through
the captain's correspondence runs the single note of complaint: I
have not men enough for the duties imposed upon this post. Then,
rumors of abandonment filter into the post correspondence. 100 A
few days after the captain wrote, August 5, 1864, that he was convinced that the post was to be broken up, Captain Henry H. Stevens, Company I, 5th Infantry, Volunteers, assumed command. 101
Whitlock and his Company F took station at Fort Cummings. 102
As Whitlock suspected, Camp Mimbres' days were numbered,
at least as a self-contained post, for on September 1 6, 1 864, Captain Stevens recorded "that I have this day abandoned the post at
Camp Mimbres, N. M., and have transferred all public property
(except hay) to Fort Cumrnings."103
Nevertheless, Camp Mimbres continued to be mentioned in the
military records of the area, perhaps, like Fort McLane, as a temporary campsite for passing troops and trains, although in 1 866 there
was a reference to the officer "commanding Camp Mimbres." 104 In
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view of the vital role that this camp played in that important chapter of the frontier Southwest, it is deplorable that so little is known
of its story. Two facts should be stressed: It was a temporary camp
and never a fort. There was never, before or after, a United States
Army fort of any other name at this place.

FORT CUMMINGS

WHEN Captain Valentine Dresher halted his weary Company B,
1st Infantry, California Volunteers, at Cook's Spring on the night
of October 2, 1863/05 after their march from Fort West, he officially established Fort Cummings. For ten years this post fulfilled
the public image of the frontier southwestern army fort. Yet in one
respect it was unique: it was entirely surrounded by a high adobe
wall. Walled forts were rare in the American desert.
Cook's Spring was nineteen miles east of Camp Mimbres, and
was a watering hole-that mandatory necessity of all western travel
-on the immigrant road. After leaving the spring, this route passed
through Cook's Canyon, a four-mile stretch of country that is not
much as true canyon but still requires four-wheel drive to negotiate.
This is the so-called canyon notorious as the favored spot where
Mangas Coloradas and his warriors waylaid, robbed, and murdered
wagon trains and white travelers. This was the principal reason for
the establishment of Fort Cummings. It was on land now owned
by rancher Tom Hyatt, approximately twenty miles northeast of
present Deming, New Mexico.
To reach the site today, one turns off N. M. State Highway 26
at Florida Siding on the Santa Fe Railroad, and drives seven miles
northwest. It lies in a small valley with low hills on the east and
west, and is about a half-mile southwest of the Hyatt ranch house.
Eight miles north, and a bit west, rises Cook's Peak, a prominent
landmark visible in all directions. The spring, the peak, and the
canyon were all named for crusty, side-whiskered Colonel Philip
St. George Cooke, 2nd Dragoons, who led the Mormon Battalion
from Santa Fe to California in 1846. 106 In doing so, he pioneered
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much of the wagon road that later became known as the Butterfield
Overland Mail road.
Fort Cummings and Camp Mimbres could well be termed sister
posts, for in addition to being neighbors their duties blended.
Detachments from Fort Cummings escorted westbound parties
through the dreaded canyon and on to the Mimbres River. There,
other escort parties took over for the Apache-infested miles west to
Fort Bowie, Arizona.
If Camp Mimbres was a workhorse, Fort Cummings was certainly no less. After the arrival of Company B at the spring, the
inevitable army routine set in, but it was not until December 8
that definite construction of adobe quarters began. On that date
2nd Lieutenant Sidney R. DeLong, acting assistant quartermaster
of the post, was ordered to furnish adobes sufficient to build temporary winter quarters for the garrison. 107
When the ten-foot walls of the fort were erected, they measured
320 feet east and west, and 366 feet north and' south. 108 The capacity was one hundred officers and men, and sixty-five horses or
mules. This meant extremely cramped quarters. The interior arrangement is confusing for in later years changes and additions
were constantly being made. Several ground plans exist, no two
alike.
Entrance was through a sally port in the center of the south wall,
Ranked on either side by the prison and guard rooms. Above the
entrance was a tin-roofed guard tower. Within, the various dirtroofed rooms were built against the walls. Their only window and
door openings faced inward. Quarters were warmed by fireplaces.
The men slept in double bunks, and there was no bathroom. Outside sinks served as toilets. In time a large garden, where corn, cabbages, onions, melons, and peas were raised to supplement the
austere army rations, was made nearly a quarter of a mile south of
the post.lo9
The post cemetery was a long half-mile southeast, atop a prominent hill. On March 5, 1868, Corporal Wormley, Company A,
38th Infantry, was in charge of a working party quarrying and
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hauling stone for the garden and cemetery walls. 110 Today both
can be located by the remnants of the walls. Local ranchers have
almost entirely removed the ones about the cemetery for building
purposes. Apparently only the south and east walls of the garden
were finished. They are now in ruins, although the garden area
within is devoid of brush and some signs of irrigation are still
visible.
Another two hundred yards southeast of the old garden is what
must have been the post sutler's location. Perhaps there were also
shacks or tents of individual liquor sellers. There are enough
broken bottles lying about to supply a regiment. Occasionally old
center-fire cartridge cases, square nails, uniform buttons, and other
odds and ends are found there.
The immigrant and Butterfield stage road, coming west from
Mesilla, enters the area through a relatively level pass at the south
end of Cemetery Hill. In this pass, a stone's throw from the old
burying ground itself, the foundation outlines of the stage station
in use during the late I 85o's and abandoned at the beginning of
the Civil War can be seen. Near the stage station on the east are
still more signs of what may have been shady businesses catering
to the soldiers' off-hours pleasures.
Brigadier General George A. Forsyth, who commanded at Cummings during the Victoria troubles of the early eighties, described
the rash of "hog ranches," or ramshackle establishments offering
booze, women, and gambling-mostly bad, degenerate, and
crooked-that set up just outside the post reservation during his
tenure there. 111 A reservation two miles square was established in
August I 87o, and it is probable that such dives existed at both this
and the sutler's site before then. Afterward, they would not have
been permitted on the reservation.
The isolated little adobe post soon settled into an extremely busy
army routine. Traffic on the immigrant road was bustling and became more so with the arrival of the California Volunteers. Supply
trains, troops, and officers were constantly passing and repassing,
and all but armed groups required protection. There were many
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wagons and parties engaged in hauling supplies and building materials between Fort Cummings and district headquarters, abandoned Fort Thorn, Pinos Altos, Santa Rita, and later, Fort Bayard.
A detachment was stationed at Pinos Altos to cut and saw muchneeded lumber for doors, windows, Hoors, and inside finishing.
Grain for the post horses and mules was hauled in, and hay was
cut locally, both by soldier and civilian workers. Feeding the many
fireplaces and the kitchen and bakery fires was an especial chore in
that region of little timber. 112 The supply of wood in the canyons
that slashed the sides of Cook's Peak and neighboring foothills was
soon depleted. And, as at all army posts, garrison, quartermaster,
and subsistence chores took a too generous bite from the time of
the inadequate personnel. Always there were the parties of civilian
travelers and settlers to be guided through the Indian-infested
country. All this was in addition to the primary duties of scouting
for and campaigning against the ubiquitous Apache.
Cavalry detachments were soon added to the garrison for the
most arduous field duties, but there were never enough. 113 A typical daily schedule of post calls began with reveille, thirty minutes
before sunrise, and work continued until sunset. 114 There were no
eight-hour days at Fort Cummings.
Early in I866, troops of New Mexico Volunteer Cavalry shared
duty with the California men, 115 and were soon supplemented by
detachments of the I 4th Infantry. 116 Still later in the year, Company D, I 25th Colored Infantry, arrived for a tour of duty that
was to last for over a year. 117 Special Orders No. 6I, dated at Fort
Cummings, August 2 I, I 866, ordered Lieutenant Corbett, with
one sergeant and nine men of Company D, to escort a government
train to new Fort Bayard, New Mexico. They were to halt where
the roads to Pinos Altos and the Santa Rita Copper Mines fork,
and there await additional orders.
In April I867, a company from the 3rd Cavalry joined the garrison for a short stay. 118 In October the unit of the I 25th Colored
Infantry was relieved by another Negro unit, Company A, 38th
Infantry. 119 With the end of the war in the east, so went the succession of army units, typical of western garrisons.
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It fell to the lot of Company G, 1st Veteran Infantry, California
Volunteers, to write the most tragic chapter of Fort Cumming's
history. About four and a half miles northwest of the post was a
stand of timber called Oak Grove. Because of the constant demand
for fuel, a temporary camp had been set up there with seven men
on daily extra duty, six privates and one corporal of Company G.
On the evening of January 16, 1866, Corporal Weber left to go to
the post for supplies. Early next morning the remaining six were
about to eat breakfast outside their tent when Private Mathews
cried an alarm, seized his musket and cartridge belt, and fired at
attacking Indians. There were, the survivors thought, between
forty and fifty of them, firing guns and arrows and attempting to
cut off the soldiers' retreat to the fort.
Hunter and Devine fell with the first onslaught. Mathews,
trailed by Goldsberry, escaped to a mound several hundred yards
down the trail to the post. There they made a stand, Mathews furnishing ammunition to Goldsberry, who had caught up his gun
but failed to get his cartridge belt. The attackers followed them all
the way, and shot an arrow into Goldsberry's thigh. When the two
returned fire, the Indians left to sate their lust upon the men who
had fallen and to loot the camp.
Mathews and Goldsberry started for the post and met Corporal
Weber returning with a mule team, wagon, and driver. Learning
what had happened, the corporal hastily sent for help. Within
minutes, early morning routine at the post was shattered by the arrival of the furiously galloping mule and rider. 1st Lieutenant
John D. Slocum, commanding in the absence of Captain George
A Burkett, ordered the dreaded "long roll" beaten. In no time
every available man was on his way to the relief of the four unfortunates.
Within a quarter of a mile of the camp the rescue party found
Daly's naked body, riddled by musket balls, arrows, and lance
wounds, his head crushed by stones. Devine lay a hundred yards
from camp, Hunter just outside the camp area, both in the same
condition. The camp was completely destroyed. Everything of no
value to the Indians had been either burned or rendered useless.
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Even the grindstone for the woodcutter's axes was smashed. Ronan's body, also naked and mutilated, was found where he had Bed
in the opposite direction.
A party sent to trail the Indians soon discovered that the band
had separated into small groups, Beeing in different directions and
making pursuit impossible. In his report Lieutenant Slocum stated
that he had available for field duty twelve infantrymen and five
cavalrymen, only three of them mounted. 120
That same day the lieutenant signed General Orders No. 3,
saying: "The troops of this post will be paraded tomorrow at 8 p.m.
to attend upon the last sad rites of Privates Daly, Devine, Hunter
and Ronan." They were buried in a single grave atop Cemetery
Hill. In June I 892, after the final abandonment of Fort Cummings,
the four were removed to the national cemetery at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, leaving behind a lone sandstone marker which
reads:
SACRED TO THE MEMORY

OF
THOMAS RONAN
AGED 49

L. S. HUNTER CHAS. DEVINE
AGED 33
AGED 28
KILLED
BY APACHES AT OAK GROVE, N. M.

THOS. DALY
AGED 26

]ANY. 17, 1866

This stone still stands, a silent reminder to today's visitor that our
twentieth-century life of ease and plenty was not lightly won.
The Record of Interments lists thirty-six, identity unknown, out
of a total of eighty. 121 This high percentage is possibly because
soldiers from the post sometimes gathered up the bones of people
killed by the Apache in Cook's Canyon and buried them in the
post cemetery. 122
The years immediately following the Civil War brought great
changes to the Fort Cummings area. Pinos Altos became a bustling
mining community. Eight miles south, another mining camp, destined to overshadow the Pines, sprang up in the early seventies.
First known as Ojo San Vincente, it soon became the frontier
metropolis of Silver City. Settlers of all classes followed hard on
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the heels of the miners. The Apache were forced to retreat farther
and higher into the mountains of the Southwest and Mexico, but
still dared deadly lightning raids into their lost domains. After nine
years and ten months as a much-needed guardian for the advancing
waves of civilization, the isolated little insect-ridden post of Fort
Cummings was, on July 3, 1873, ordered abandoned by all troops
other than "a reliable sergeant, corporal and ten enlisted men,"
left behind "to take care of the public buildings." 123 The garrison,
Company F, 15th Infantry, was ordered to Fort Selden, 124
eighteen miles north of Las Cruces, and all subsistence, medical,
and quartermaster stores were wagoned to Fort Bayard. 125 Of all
the old posts of the Silver City-Deming area, it was destined to be
the only one to survive the frontier period.

FORT BAYARD

1866 found the Pinos Altos miners still suffering from
Apache harassment, and a post much closer than Fort Cummings
was deemed necessary. There were several fine springs in the
neighborhood of present-day Fort Bayard, sometimes used as campsites by troops in the field. Wood and fine grazing were available in
abundance. Pinos Altos was less than ten miles away and the country healthful in the extreme. So, on July 26, 1866, Major General
John Pope, commanding the department of the Missouri, ordered
the establishment of "a post in the vicinity of Pinos Altos, to consist of one company of infantry and two of cavalry, or three companies of infantry, with one hundred horses for mounted service."126 On August 21, Company B, 125th Colored Infantry, commanded by Lieutenant James M. Kerr, established and took station
at Fort Bayard. The site had been selected by Inspector General
Brevet Lieutenant Colonel N. H. Davis. 127 The post was named in
honor of Captain George D. Bayard, 4th Cavalry, Brigadier General of Volunteers, who died December 14, 1862, from wounds
received at the Battle of Fredericksburg, Virginia. Post returns for
the month of August 1866, reveal that Lieutenant Kerr was the
only regularly assigned officer of Company B present, but he was
THE YEAR
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assisted by three from other units for attached duty. 128 The roster
listed sixty-nine enlisted men, with nineteen on daily, or extra,
duty, two sick, and four in arrest or confinement. Non-commissioned officers included five sergeants, seven corporals, and two
musicians. Charles R. Dunlap, acting assistant surgeon, served on
contract. 129
In connection with the establishment of Fort Bayard, the Report
of the Secretary of War, 1866, contains a paragraph of some interest, and one that has caused a certain amount of confusion in recording the military history of the area. On August I I, I 866, General Pope reported:
I have established only one new post on the Apache frontier, and
that is located near the head of the Mimbres River about one hundred
and fifty miles west of the Rio Grande. This post, with Fort Cummings at Cook Spring, Fort Selden on the Rio Grande, Fort Stanton
on the Bonito River, between the Rio Grande and the Pecos, form a
line of posts covering the southern frontier of New Mexico from the
Apache Indians.130

Some have thought this might mean that old Fort Webster was reactivated, or a temporary camp established in the vicinity of the
Mimbres River. 131 When we stop to consider, it becomes clear that
this location was none other than Fort Bayard. Local residents may
not consider Fort Bayard "near the head of the Mimbres River,"
but to a busy desk-bound officer in St. Louis or Washington, the
twelve to fifteen miles might not seem much. Moreover, Pope reported that he had established only one new post in the Apache
country, and the founding of Fort Bayard in that month is of record.
In September Company M, 3rd Cavalry, arrived, and Companies Band E, 5th Infantry, relieved Lieutenant Kerr's colored unit,
who were ordered to Fort Craig, on the Rio Grande. 132 In October
Surgeon Dunlap, who had helped Kerr establish the post, was relieved by Acting Assistant Surgeon Charles A McQuestion. This
title usually indicated that its holder was a civilian physician, serv-
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ing the army under contract. At that time the quartermaster department was employing three masons at $75 a month, one at $55,
and two carpenters at $75 each. Post construction apparently had
begun. 133
At Fort Bayard the first buildings must have been poor indeed,
for 2nd Lieutenant Frederick E. Phelps, Company A, 8th Cavalry,
who was stationed there in 1871, wrote that his one room and
kitchen were of fieldstones, adobe, logs set on end, and slabs from
a sawmil1. 134 An official report from the post in 187o, said: "The
officers and men occupy temporary log huts, which are in bad condition. When the post is built, it will be of adobe; the hospital and
store houses having already been constructed." The post, as
planned then, was to be built as a parallelogram, 65o by 400 feet,
and was intended for three companies. The report continues: "The
barracks for enlisted men are log structures, roofed with earth,
warmed by open fireplaces, fitted with double bunks in two tiers,
and allowing at present 368 cubic feet of air space per man." 135
In July 1877, the acting assistant quartermaster reported to
Washington that there were thirteen sets of officers' quarters, of
adobe with shingle roofs, each consisting of a hall, bedroom, dining
room with pantry attached, a cellar underneath, and a kitchen and
covered porch. 136 Barracks to accommodate four companies of
troops were also of adobes with shingle roofs.
An estimate of fuel, forage, and straw required for the year endJpg June 30, 1879, states that the garrison consisted of one brevet
lieutenant colonel and major, four captains, eleven subalterns [rst
and 2nd lieutenants], 325 enlisted men of Companies A, B, and
G, 9th Cavalry (colored), and E, 15th Infantry. There were also
fourteen laundresses, fourteen civilian employees, and twenty-five
Navajo Indian scouts. There were 40 private horses for officers and
Indian scouts, 28o cavalry mounts, and 89 mules in the quartermaster department. Heating and cooking required 1, 1 22 cords of
wood. Since a cord of wood measures four by four by eight feet, the·
above estimate adds up to a lot of firewood and a big item of post
maintenance. As in all western posts where both horses and mules
were in use, hay was another large item. In 1877, Richard Hud-
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son, for whom Hudson Street in Silver City was named, offered to
furnish one hundred tons at $27.75 per ton, and in the same year
the post quartermaster paid George 0. Perrault, from the Mimbres
River, $41.08 for forage. In this year supplies for the post were
still being wagoned in by contractors with ox teams. 137
Field duty, scouts and expeditions against the Apache occupied
the troops for years and were quite often futile. All too often
monthly returns reveal that after marching long distances and enduring many hardships, they returned to the post without sighting
any Indians. 138
Soon after establishment of the post, the village of Santa Clara,
later Central City, sprang up less than a mile south and became
notorious as an entertainment center for the troops. In June I 868,
a band of Indians drove off "a number of cattle and horses belonging to the citizens of Central City." A detachment of Company E,
3rd Cavalry, followed them for two days, but, as usual, the Apache
scattered and pursuit was in vain. 139 On May I 4, I 868, a band of
some forty Indians attacked three citizens traveling between the
post and Pinos Altos and killed Mr. Virgil Mastin. Troops trailed
them for three or four days and gave up the pursuit without sighting the wily savages. 140
To make matters worse, the local press in the early eighties accused the officers of cowardice and deliberate reluctance to catch
up with the raiders-charges not at all uncommon on the frontier
during those trying times. 141 That they were trying is evident from
the high number of desertions, and not only by enlisted men. At
Fort Bayard, in January 1868, a 2nd lieutenant of the 3rd Cavalry,
being in arrest, broke his restriction and deserted. 142
Almost from the beginning Fort Bayard seems to have been
headquarters for quartermaster and subsistence stores, and for the
holding of general courts martial. 143 Although the troops at times
may have appeared inefficient in the eyes of civilians, they gradually extended the white man's rule over the domain in their charge.
Outposts, from which scouts and vedettes could scour the mountains and valleys in all directions, were established at Pinos Altos, 144
at Camp Vincent, north of present-day Lake Roberts, on the Sap-
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pio, on North Star Road east of Camp Vincent, and at Cow
Springs on the immigrant road south of the post, where, in August
I87I, Lieutenant Frederick E. Phelps relieved ISt Lieutenant Ray
F. Gordon for a ten-day stay. 145 The Indians were harried and
driven farther into the more remote mountains, and onto reservations.
Then, when southwestern New Mexico began to breathe a hit
more freely, hoping that the end of the Apache problem was in
sight, the Victoria trouble broke out in full fury. Once more savage
hands ranged the countryside, marauding, burning, killing. Reinforcements were rushed to Fort Bayard and other posts throughout
southern New Mexico, Arizona, and West Texas. Again men and
horses in the field suffered the killing rigors of campaigning in
desert and mountain terrain. With the defeat of Victoria's hand
and the death of their incomparable leader at the hands of Mexican
troops in I 88o/46 local pressure was eased hut not ended. The historic chase to bring Geronimo to heel was still in full cry, and
while this was farther west, in Arizona, Fort Bayard was kept on
its military toes guarding the eastern Hank of the trouble zone.
In 188o, Fort Cummings was reactivated as part of the network
designed to trap Victoria. The adobe walls and structures there had
begun to crumble, and the new occupants were housed in tents. A
few of the larger buildings were usable for storehouses and offices.147 The hardships and privations of army life were no different, hut somehow this second phase of the fort at Cook's Spring
has never captured the fancy of those interested in the story of the
Old West in the same way as its earlier years. After four years, the
District of New Mexico, on August 14, I884, issued Special Order
No. 67, decreeing that upon the departure cf Troop L, 6th Cavalry, ori August 23rd, Fort Cummings would cease to he a post of
the United States Army. 148
In I 886 Geronimo and his little hand of fanatical followers surrendered, bringing the Apache wars to a close. The story of Fort
Bayard as a frontier guardian was also about told. The post, by now
a historic landmark, continued to he garrisoned, hut instead of being a synonym for rugged field duty, it became, with its fine offi-
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cers' quarters, comfortable barracks and garrison duty, a desirable
assignment. In January I899, Fort Bayard became a veterans' hospital, chiefly for tuberculosis sufferers, and in I 9oo, the last enlisted unit of that long, unsung roster of cavalry, infantry, and artillerymen who had held post there for over thirty years marched
away to other stations. 149
Although the records and correspondence of Fort Bayard tell
much of the story, the cemetery tells even more. Nearly a thousand
graves, arranged row on orderly row on a gentle western slope about
a quarter of a mile northwest of the hospital buildings, bear witness to the tragedies, hardships, sorrow, and blasted lives that accompanied the march of the blue-clad troopers. Smaller, shorterlived post cemeteries have long since been abandoned and the occupants moved to national cemeteries. Not so Fort Bayard.
The burials there begin with an unknown, dated I 866, continue
throughout the seventies and eighties with a handful-never more
than ten-a year recorded, and then, in I 899, increase abruptly by
inclusion of the "inmates of Soldier's Home." Only a few of these
were later disinterred and moved to private cemeteries, suggesting
that many of the veterans may have been homeless, perhaps friendless. One wonders how many died of ailments stemming from the
hardships of frontier campaigns, campaigns possibly centered at
Fort Bayard itself.
There are civilians buried there also, most identified with the
army in some capacity. And there are the inevitable heartbreaks of
the post: the wives and children of the men stationed there. One
sergeant lost four children in four days, two of them in one.
A movement is afoot in the Silver City-Fort Bayard area, urging
the establishment of Fort Bayard cemetery as a national cei1)etery.
As one leafs through the pages of the interment record, and walks
among the simple, uniform markers, it seems that this would be a
small gesture of recognition for its residents. Fort Bayard has
served the nation, the Southwest, and New Mexico as few military
posts in our entire national history can boast. It has earned a place
in the sun.
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A FRONTIER BOOK LIST-1800
ELEANOR B. ADAMS & KEITH W. ALGIER

in southeastern Chihuahua was first visited
by Europeans in I557 when Francisco de Ibarra passed through
on his march through northwestern Mexico. Impressed by its agricultural possibilities and by its potential as a mission field, he sent
Franciscan friars into the area, and they were responsible for the
establishment of the first permanent settlement, a mission founded
in I 56o near the present town of Allende, Chihuahua.
Prospectors soon followed the missionaries. Although,. during
the 156o's, small amounts of gold and silver were recovered from
weathered surface deposits and streams near what is now the town
of Santa Barbara, the chief occupations of the few Spaniards who
migrated here were the cultivation of wheat and the raising of
livestock. The economic emphasis did not shift to mining until
I 63 1, when two significant silver strikes were made north of Santa
Barbara. The town of Parral was founded in the same year and became one of the leading silver-producing centers in northern Mexico, despite almost constant harassment by marauding Indian
tribes.
Parral also became an important administrative center for the
province of Nueva Vizcaya. The seat of government was nominally the city of Durango, but most governors spent the majority
of their respective terms of office in Parral. From here they could
personally direct punitive operations against the troublesome Indians, and keep an official eye on the rich mines of the district.
THE P ARRAL REGION
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SoME TIME during the second half of the eighteenth century a
Basque merchant named Joaquin de Arnezqueta arrived on the
northern frontier of New Spain. Although we first hear of him,
in I783, as the commander of a militia garrison at the presidio of
Guajoquilla-a position he held until his death in I8oo 1-he seems
to have made his mark more as an entrepreneur than as a military
man. Undoubtedly, like many another, he had emigrated in the
hope of furthering his fortunes, and so he did. In Pamplona he
had dealt in such. overseas products as cacao beans, sugar, and
ginger. 2 In New Spain he soon established extensive business relationships, and his account books for the year I 786 show that he
dealt with concerns and individuals in Chihuahua, Guadalajara,
Mexico City, Durango, and Zacatecas. 3 The fact that he shipped
twenty thousand silver pesos to an associate in Mexico City indicates the substantial nature of his business interests. 4 He also acted
as a banker for many leading hacendados and militia officers, and
during I 786 he extended credit to twenty-four individuals, liquidating their debts and making cash advances. By the end of the
year they were in his debt for amounts ranging from one hundred
to thirty-five hundred pesos. 5 A partnership he formed with one
Vicente Legarreta on January I, I 789, illustrates the profits he
realized from his enterprises. Starting with ·a joint investment of
I 9,8oo pesos, the partnership was dissolved eighteen months later
with a net profit of more than 1o,ooo pesos.6
Arnezqueta also owned two profitable haciendas where he raised
wheat, which he sold at various northern mining camps, and cattle, which he sold to meat contractors. 7
And so in two important respects Joaquin de Amezqueta personifies the attempt on the part of the Bourbon monarchs in the
last half of the eighteenth century to infuse new life into Spain's
overseas empire. He represents the reforms effected in New Spain's
military establishment by the formation of militia units to augment
regular forces, and he reflects Bourbon concern for revivifying and
invigorating commerce. At the same time, in his obvious interest
in land ownership, he exhibits an inclination toward the traditional
Spanish way of life.
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THE BOOK LIST which follows appears in the inventory of his belongings made after his death in I 8oo. As always, the thirty-eight
titles include a number of works undoubtedly acquired for everyday reference: A dictionary (I3), two sets of military regulations
(12, 38), a copy of the new mining ordinances (u), and an edition of Alvaro Alonso Barba's famous treatise, Arte de los metales
(2I), first published in Madrid, I64o. Barba's work won a wide
reputation, and there are a number of seventeenth and eighteenthcentury English, German, and French translations, as well as
Dutch and Italian editions. Although we have been unable to
make a positive identification, we suspect that the Tesoro de pobres
(3 I) may be one of the many editions or revisions of the fifteenthcentury Libra de Medicina of Maestro Julian, with the Regimen
of Arnaldo de Vilanova. Various editions appear on colonial Mexican book lists.
Arnezqueta also owned the usual proportion of religious and devotional works, including the Franciscan Fray Clemente de· Ledesma's Despertador Republicano (3o), the works of Bishop Palafox and his life (33, 34), and a translation of the French Jesuit
Jean Croiset's Parallele des moeurs de ce siecle et de le morale de

Jesus-Christ (26).
History, in one form or another, claims nearly a third of the
titles. Five deal with the exploits of Spain in the Indies; beginning
with Ercilla's famous sixteenth-century epic poem on the wars
with the Araucanian Indians of Chile (5 ), the first part published
in I 569, a few years after the poet returned to Spain. Others on
this list who dealt with the Arneriean past also had some personal
knowledge of the scene. Ribadeneira's Pasatiempo (2o), a didactic
poem in fourteen cantos, "embracing the most notable sacred and
profane events . . . from Creation to . . . Fernando VI," includes lengthy passages on the history of Mexico. The author was
a native of Puebla who became an oidor of the Audiencia of Mexico. The Italian-born chronicler of North America, Boturini (3 7),
spent several years in Mexico; Lorenzana (35) served as Archbishop there; the Jesuit Murillo Velarde (36) saw service in the
Philippines. On the history of Spain we find the old stand-by,
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Mariana (I 5), and Isla's translation of Duchesne ( 28), plus a
history of Gibraltar by Ignacio Lopez de Ayala, an admirer of
French style, who occupied the chair of Poetics at San Isidro de
Madrid. El Teodosio (25) is probably another Isla translation, of
Valentin-Esprit Flechier's Vie de Theodose le Grand. Perhaps the
most interesting historical work of French derivation on the list is
the Establecimiento de las naciones europeas (3), based on Abbe
Raynal's Histoire philosophique et politique des etablissements et
du commerce des europeens dans les deux Indes (Amsterdam,
I77o). Raynal's attacks on colonizers, the Inquisition, slavery, and
other institutions gave his work a place on the Indice Expurgatorio
in I 779· It was also banned in France in that year, and a copy of a
revised edition was burned in Paris by the public executioner in
I 78 I. Raynal had retired to Switzerland in I 779, and from there
moved on to Berlin and St. Petersburg. He was allowed to return
to France in I 787, but forbidden to live in Paris. It is small wonder,
then, that the Duque de Almodovar found it inadvisable to acknowledge his debt to Raynal or to put his own name on the title
page of his version, even with the omissions necessary to preserve
it from censorship.
P. Jose Francisco de Isla seems to have been Amezqueta's favorite author. In addition to the two historical translations mentioned
above, the list includes his Mercurio General de Europa (29) and
Cartas familiares (8). He was also responsible for an eight-volume
translation of Giuseppe Antonio Constantini's Cartas Criticas
(Io). Amezqueta's edition, however, was in twelve octavo volumes.
A translation of this description was published in Madrid in I 779,
the translator, according to the title page, being one Antonio Requart. Last, but by no means least, we must mention Isla's famous
translation of Le Sag~'s Gil Blas (I 9).
Cervantes is represented by La Galatea (4), the Viaje al Parnasa (6), and a volume of the Novelas Ejemplares (7 ), but Don
Quijote is missing from the list. This seems especially strange in
view of the fact that Amezqueta did have a none too successful
eighteenth-century imitation which continues the life of Sancho
Panza and satirizes aristocratic customs (9). Perhaps Amezqueta
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had loaned or lost the Don Quijote. The Cervantes items could
well have been the handsome editions printed by Antonio de Sancha in Madrid in the I 78o' s.
Perhaps the most significant titles in Amezqueta's library are
three works by Pedro Rodriguez, Conde de Campomanes, the
Spanish statesman whose Industria Popular (27 ), published in
I 77 4 under the auspices of the Council of Castile, led to the
founding of the Madrid Sociedad Econ6mica de Amigos del Pals
in the following year. This call for a rational and practical approach to solving the serious economic problems of the Spanish
world was supplemented by Campomanes' Educaci6n Popular
(23), which appeared in I775, and the four volumes of the Apendice de la Educaci6n Popular (24), 1775-I777. Amezqueta also
had several volumes of the Gazeta de Madrid (32), which carried
news of the activities of the Economic Societies. Amezqueta came
to America from the Basque country of northern Spain, where the
first of the Spanish societies was founded in 1765. The Sociedad
Vazcongada had considerable influence in the colonies and a surprising number of American members. VVhether or not Amezqueta
belonged to the Society, he was obviously interested in their ideas
and aims and one of those who spread their influence in northern
New Spain. 8
Scholarly research and publication of the twentieth century
have refuted beyond doubt the traditional misconception that censorship insulated residents of Spain's overseas empire from new
trends in European thought. The literate element of the population was comparatively small, to be sure, but this was equally true
in the Old World. Those who could-and wished-to read were
able to carry their books and ideas to the farthest frontiers. 9 Joaquin de Amezqueta's library is that of a practical man of his time,
interested in the material world and ways and means of improving
it. It reflects contemporary concern for promoting popular education and industry, for probing political and social problems, and
for developing the physical and natural sciences. But there are
some works that show another side to his character and indicate
that he was also a devout man and a man of some literary taste.

54

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW XLIII: I 1968

DOCUMENT

IN THE LARGE CEDAR BOX, THE FOLLOWING BOOKS:
(I)
(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

(8)

Bound in pasta
Libra Provisto Canonico by D. Bernardo Baldes, in
40
Id. Historia de Gribalta [sic] by D. Ignacio L6pez,
id. [Ignacio L6pez de Ayala, Historia de Gibraltar,
Madrid, 1782.]
Id. Establecimiento de las naciones europeas por
Edurdo [sic] Malo, at 2 pesos [Eduardo Malo de
Luque (pseud. of Pedro Francisco Luxan y Suarez
de G6ngora, anagram of his title, duque de Almod6var), Historia poUtica de los establecimientos
ultramarinos de las naciones europeas, 5 vols.,
Madrid, Antonio de Sancha, I784-9o.]
Cervantes, La Galatea, 2 vols. at 2 pesos10 [Miguel
de Cervantes Saavedra, Los seis libros de Galatea,
I 585; probably the Sancha 2 vol. ed., Madrid,
I784.]
Ercilla, La Araucana, 2 v. at I 2 reales [Alonso de
Ercilla y Zuniga, La Araucana, I 569; 2 vol. Sancha
ed., Madrid, I776.]
Cervantes, Viaje al Parnaso, I volume11 [Miguel
de Cervantes Saavedra, Viaje al Parnaso, I6I4;
Sancha ed., Madrid, I784.]
Cervantes, Novelas, I volume12 [Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra, Novelas ejemplares, I6I3; perhaps I vol. of 2 vol. Sancha ed., Madrid, I 78 3.]
Ysla, Cartas familiares, 6 v. in 8° at IO reales [P.
Jose Francisco de Isla, Cartas familiares . . . escritas a su hermana D.a Maria Francisca de Isla
y Losada y a su cunado D. Nicolas de Ayala, 178586; ed. Madrid, Viuda Ibarra, 1789-94, 6 vols. 8°.]

002 0
002 0

oo6 o

004 0

003 0

002 0

OOI 4

007 4
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( 12)
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Adiciones al Quijotte, I volume in 8 o [Jacinto 001 0
Marfa Delgado (pseud. of Juan Francisco de la Jara
y Sanchez de Molina), Adiciones ala Historia del
lngenioso Hidalgo Don Quixote de la Mancha, en
que se prosiguen los sucesos ocurridos a su escudero
el famoso Sancho Panza, escritas en artfbigo por
Cide-Hamete Benengeli, y traducidas al Castellano
con las memorias de la vida de este por D. J. M. a
Delgado. Madrid, (I786). 8°.]
Costantini, Cartas criticias, 12 v. in 8° [Probably OI5 0
Jose Antonio Constantini, Cartas criticas sabre
varias cuestiones eruditas, cientffocas, physicas y
morales. Traducidas del italiano por Antonio Requart. Madrid, Bias Roman, I 779· I 2 vols. 8°.]
Ordenanzas de Minerfa, I v. in go [I783]
oo6 o
Ordenanzas Militares, 3 v. in 8 ° at I pesos [Prob- oo6 o
ably Ordenanzas de S. M. para el regimen, disciplina, subordinacion y servicio de sus Exercitos,
Mexico, r 770, 3 vols. 8 °.]
Diccionario castellano, I v. 13 [Probably Diccionario OIO 0
de la lengua castellana, Madrid, I 78o.]
2 v. in folio lnstancia de San Miguel de Eselsis at
005 0
20 reales [Not identified.]
Mariana, H istoria de Espana, 2 volumes in folio 004 0
at 2 pesos14 [Juan de Mariana, Historia General
de Espana, I 6o I; 2 vol. eds. in folio, Madrid, Joaqufn de Ibarra, I 78o, Madrid, Andres Rarnfrez,
I78o-82.]
Paso del Jordan, I v., id. [Not identified.]
002 4
Discrecion del Escorial, I v., id. [Possibly Fray 002 4
Francisco de los Santos, Descripci6n breve del
Monasterio de San Lorenzo el Real del Escorial,
Madrid, I657, and later eds.]
Tratado de la vanidad del mundo, I v. [Fray Diego 002 0
de Estella, Libra de la vanidad del mundo, 1547.
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Various Igth century editions published under title
Tratado de la vanidad del mundo include Meditaciones devotisimas del amor de Dios, I 572.]
Gil Blas, 7 volumes in 4 ° [Jose Francisco de Isla,
Aventuras de Gil Blas de Santillana robadas a
Espana y adoptadas en Francia, por Mr. Le Sage,
restituidas a su patria y su lengua nativa por un
espafiol celoso que no sufre se burlen de su naci6n,
Madrid, I7g7_gg, 2 vols.; an edition of Madrid,
I79I, is in 7 vols.]
Riba de Neira, Pasa tiempo, 2 volumes [Antonio
Joaqufn de Ribadeneyra y Barrientos, El Passatiempo para uso del Excmo. Sr. D. Manuel Bernardino de Cavajal y Lancaster, Duque de Abrantes,
3 vols., Madrid, I7)2-53· The second edition, Madrid, I7go, was in two vols. 4°:. El Pasatiempo,
obra util para instrucci6n de todos los j6venes.]
Barva, de Metales, I volume [Alvaro Alonso Barba,
Arte de los metales en que se ensefia el verdadero
benepcio de los de oro y plata par ar;ogue. El modo
de fundirlos todos, y como se han de refo.nar y
apartar unos de otros, Madrid, I64o. Probably the
11
edition of Madrid, I 770, Nuevamente ahora anadido con el tratado de las antiguas minas de Espana,
que escribi6 Don Alonso Carrillo y Laso."]
Instrutivo de la Orden del Carmen, I v. in go
Educaci6n Popular, I volume in go [Pedro Rodrfguez, Conde de Campomanes, Discurso sabre la
Educaci6n Popular de los artesanos y su fomento,
Madrid, Antonio de Sancha, I775.]
Apendice de la Educacion Popular, 4 v. at Io rs.
[Pedro Rodriguez, Conde de Campomanes, Apendice ala educaci6n popular, 4 vols., Madrid, I77577.]
EZ Teodosio, 2 volumes in go [Probably Jose Francisco de Isla, trans., El Heroe espafiol, historia del

0 I0 0
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(26)

(27)

(28)

(29)

(3o)

(3 I)

(32)
(33)

(34)

(35)

emperador T eodosio el Grande, I 730 and later
eds.]
Croist. Paralelo de las Costumbres, 2 v. [Jean Croiset, Paralelo de las Costumbres de este Siglo, y de
la Moral de Jesu-Christo. Trad. por D. Joseph de
Palacio y Viana. Madrid, 1789, 2 vols. 8 o.]
Yndustria Popular, I volume [Pedro Rodriguez,
Conde de Campomanes, Discurso sabre el fomento
de la industria popular, Madrid, Antonio de Sancha, I77+]
Ysla, Compendia de Espana, 2 volumes [Jose Francisco de Isla, Compendia de la historia de Espana,
2 vols., Madrid, I 77 I, and later eds.]
Ysla, Mercurio de Europa, in 8°, I volume [Jose
Francisco de Isla, Mercurio general de Europa:
Lista de sucesos varios, primera y segunda parte.
Ano 1758, Madrid, I784, 8° .]
Despertador Republicano, I volume in 8° [Clemente de Ledesma, O.F.M., Despertador Republicano que por las letras del A. B. C. compendia el
Segundo Tomo del Despertador de Noticias Theologicas, Mexico, I699," 8°.]
Medina, Tesoro de pobres, I volume [Probably
one of the many editions or revisions of Maestro
Julian, Libra de medicina llamado Tesoro de los
Pobres, con el regimiento de Arnalda de Vilanova.]
Gacetas de Madrid, 5 volumes in 4 °
Obra del Sr. D. Juan de Palafox, 14 volumes [Juan
de Palafox y Mendoza, Obras, Madrid, I659-7I;
an ed. Madrid, I762, I3 vols. in 14.]
Vida de dicho, I volume in folio [Vida del Ilustrissimo, y Excelentissimo Senor Don Juan de Palafox y Mendoza, . . . par . . . el P. Antonio
Gonzalez de Rosende de los Clerigos Menores.
Sometimes added to set of Obras. See no. 33.]
Cartas de Cortes por el Sr. Lorenzana111 (Francisco
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Antonio Lorenzana y Buitron, Historia de Nueva
Espana, escrita por su esclarecido conquistador
Hernan Cortes, aumentada con otros documentos
y notas, Mexico, 1770.]
(36) Murillo, Geografia, 6 v. in 4° [Pedro Murillo Ve- oo6 o
larde, Geographia Historica, donde se describen los
reynos, provincias, ciudades, fortalezas, mares,
montes, ensenadas, cabos, rfos, y puertos, con la
mayor individualidad y exactitud y se refieren las
Guerras, las Batallas, las Paces, y Sucessos memorables, los Frutos, las Riquezas, los Animales, los
Comercios, las Conquistas, la Religion, los Concilios, los Goviernos, las Lenguas, las Naciones
... y los Varones insignes, Madrid, 1752.]
(37) Botturino, Historia de Indias, 2 v. in pasta [Lo- oo3 o
renzo Boturini Benaduci, Idea de una nueva historia general de la America Septentrional, Madrid,
1746.]
(38) Ordenanzas Militares, 2 volumes in 8° [Cf. no. oo1 4
12.]

NOTES
r. Archivo Municipal de Hidalgo de Parra! (hereinafter cited as AMP)
1785, Administrative y Guerra, G-r, Papeles y cartas. Guajoquilla was established in 1752 as a regular presidio at the site of an abandoned hacienda.
Ciudad Jimenez is located on the original site. Guillermo Porras Munoz,
"Datos sobre la fundaci6n de Cd. Jimenez," Bolet£n de la Sociedad Chihuahuense de Estudios Hist6ricos, vol. 4 (1945), p. 21.
2. AMP 1769, Civil, G-10, Inventario de deudas.
3· AMP 1786, Administrative y Guerra, G-7, Libra de caja no. 2.
4· AMP 1785, Administrative y Guerra, G-r.
5· AMP 1786, G-7.
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6. AMP 1785, Administrativo y Guerra, G-1.
7· AMP I8oo, Civil, G-6, Expediente . . . contra eL aLbacea del finado
Joaqu£n de Amezqueta. . . .
8. For the history and influence of the Economic Societies see Robert
Jones Shafer, The Economic Societies in the Spanish World (1763-r82I)
(Syracuse University Press, I958).
9· See Irving A. Leonard, "A Frontier Library, I799,'' Hispanic American Historical Review, vol. 23 (I943), pp. 2I-5I; Eleanor B. Adams and
France V. Scholes, "Books in New Mexico, I598-z68o," NMHR, vol. I7
(I942), pp. I-45; E. B. Adams, "Two Colonial New Mexico Libraries,
I7o4, I776," NMHR, vol. I9 (I944), pp. I35-67; E. B. Adams and Fray
Angelico Chavez, The Missions of New Mexico, 1776 (Albuquerque,
I956), pp. 220-33. It is of some interest to compare Leonard's I799 list of
the books belonging to Don Manuel Gayoso de Lemos, governor of Spanish
Louisiana, with that of Amezqueta. As we might expect, Gayoso's library
was much larger, I73 titles. We find eight items on both lists: three works
of Cervantes, Isla's Gil Blas, the histories of Mariana and Lorenzana, a
volume of military ordinances, and a Spanish dictionary. In spite of his
more limited collection, we feel that Amezqueta's list has special significance because he was neither an official nor a member of the clergy.
Io. Appraised, along with Gil Blas, on Gayoso list at four pesos, and the
lot sold at auction for eight pesos. Leonard, p. 50. It will be noted that
Amezqueta's seven-volume edition of Gil Bias (I9) was appraised at ten
pesos.
I I. Appraised on Gayoso list at one peso. Ibid.
I2. Two volumes appraised on Gayoso list at two pesos.
13. Diccionario de le Academia Espanola appraised on Gayoso list at
ten pesos, sold at auction for twenty-one pesos. Ibid., p. 45.
14. Appraised on Gayoso list at four pesos, sold at auction for sixteen
pesos. Ibid., p. 41.
15. Appraised at one peso on Gayoso list, sold at auction for three pesos,
six reales. Ibid., p. 44·
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Memberships in the Historical Society of New Mexico include
a subscription to NEw MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW
Individual Active Member
$6 annually

Contributing Member
$I o or more annually

Institutional Member
$6 annually

Life Member
$I oo or more in one payment

Advisory Council Member
$ zooo or more

Amounts of more than $1ooo may be pledged and paid at
the discretion of the donor. Advisory Council members serve for
life, and they select, each odd-numbered year, two members of
the Board of Directors of the Historical Society of New Mexico.
Payments for membership should be sent to The University
of New Mexico Press, Albuquerque, New Mexico 87106.
The Historical Society of New Mexico is a nonprofit corporation under the laws of the State of New Mexico, and donations
to it are income-tax deductible.
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THE ANNUAL MEETING of the Historical Society of New Mexico
was held November 17 in Santa Fe. The newly elected officers
are:
PRESIDENT-Jack D. Rittenhouse, P. 0. Box 921, Santa Fe,
New Mexico 87501
VrcE PRESIDENT-Harold L. James, Albuquerque
REcoRDING SEcRETARY_:_Hester Jones, Santa Fe
CoRRESPONDING SECRETARY-Virginia Jennings, Santa Fe
TREASURER-George McKim, Albuquerque
The Presidents of the affiliated societies are as follows:
Albuquerque Historical Society
Mrs. Ruth W. Armstrong, President
Star Rte. Box 168
Alameda, New Mexico 87114
Artesia Historical Commission
Dr. Glenn E. Stone, Chairman
Box 216
Artesia, New Mexico 88210
Chaves County Historical Society
Mr. S. Ray Dearholt, President
1305 N. Richardson
Roswell, New Mexico 88201
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Deming Historical Society
Mrs. Bessie C. May, President
Box r62
Deming, New Mexico 88o3o
Dona Ana County Historical Society
Mrs. Joseph Priestley, President
2250 Hixon Drive
Las Cruces, New Mexico 88oor
Farmington Historical Society
Mrs. Harry B. Hadlock, President
2313 East 17th Street
Farmington, New Mexico 87401
Las Vegas Historical Society *

Dr. Lynn I. Perrigo
New Mexico Highlands University
Las Vegas, New Mexico 877or
Los Alamos Historical Society
Mrs. Cleo C. Byers, President
238 Barranca Road
Los Alamos, New Mexico 87544
Lovington Historical Society
Mrs. E. H. Byers, President
Post Office Box 65 I
Lovington, New Mexico 88260
Raton Historical Society
Mr. Carl Ritchey, President
Raton, New Mexico 87740
San Gabriel Historical Society
Mr. Allen L. McNown, President
Rt. I, Box 2o6
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501
• Not an active society.
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The Historical Society of Santa Fe
Mr. Philip St. George Cooke, President
Box 1847
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501
Socorro County Historical Society
Dr. W. M. Speare, President
Campus Station
Socorro, New Mexico 87801
HistoricaL Society of Southwestern New Mexico
Mrs. Lolabell Davis, President
2607 Yucca Drive
Silver City, New Mexico 88o61
Taos County Historical Society
Mrs. Elizabeth Budlong, President
Taos, New Mexico 87571
Tucumcari Historical Society
Mr. Herman Moncus, President
Elk Drug Store
Tucumcari, New Mexico 88401
Tularosa Basin Historical Society
Mr. Carl Reed, President
c/o Southern Union Gas Company
Alamogordo, New Mexico 88310

HISTORICAL PUBLICATIONS
NEw MEXICO HISTORICAL REvmw. Back issues are priced at $5 per volume
or $1.25 per issue, except for issues in short supply at $3 each. At
present, virtually all issues are in print from I928 through the current volume. Reprints of selected articles are available at fifty cents
each. Volumes out of print may be obtained from University Microfilms, Ann Arbor, Michigan.
OLD SANTA FE. Published quarterly, I9I3-I6. The file contains articles of
historical interest. The following issues are available at $I each: Vol.
I, Nos. 1, 2, 3; Vol. II, No. 6; Vol. III, No. 12.
HisTORICAL SociETY oP NEw MEXIco PuBLICATIONs IN HisTORY

Albert Franklin Banta: Arizona Pioneer, edited by Frank D. Reeve. I49
pp., illus., index. Vol. XIV, Sept. I953· $2.25

Bishop Tamar6n's Visitation of New Mexico, z76o, edited by Eleanor B.
Adams. I I7 pp., index. Vol.

XV, Feb. I954· $2.50

HisTORICAL SociETY op NEw MEXICO PAPERS

Colonel Jose Francisco Chaves z833-1924, by Paul A. F. Walter, Frank
W. Clancy, and M.A. Otero. I8 pp., illus. No. 3I, I926. English edition, $1.oo. Spanish edition (I927), $r.oo
Early Vaccination in New Mexico, by Lansing B. Bloom. I2 pp. No. 27,
1924. $1.00
In Memory of L. Bradford Prince, President of the Society, by Frank W.
Clancy. 15 pp. No. 25, 1923. $1.oo

Journal of New Mexico Convention Delegates to Recommend a Plan of
Civil G011ernment, September, 1849· 22 pp. No. ro, I907. $1.oo
A LIST OP HISTORICAL PUBLICATIONS, AND A CATALOG OP BOOKS PUBLISHED
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ADDRESS ORDERS AND INQUIRIBS TO
THE UNIVERSITY OF NEW MEXICO PRESS
ALBUQUERQUE, NEw MExiCo 87106

65

Bool~ Reviews
BILLINGTON, America's Frontier Heritage,
by Dykstra

66

McDERMOTT, ed., The Frontier Re-examined,
by Weber
LAMAR, The Far Southwest, z846-z912. A
Territorial_ History, by Peters

68

RicHMOND and MuRDOCK, eds., A Nation
Moving West, by Elazar
WALKER, The W agonmasters, by Winther

OuvA, Soldiers on the Santa Fe Trail,
by McNitt

73

DouGLAs, Farewell to Texas: A Vanishing
Wilderness, by Sonnichsen

75

LooMIS and NASATIR, Pedro Vial and the
Roads to Santa Fe, by Griffith

77'

MYERS, Print in a Wild Land, by Hillerman

So

66

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW XLIII: 1 1968

AMERICA's FRONTIER HERITAGE. By Ray Allen Billington. New York:
Holt, Rinehart and Winston, Inc., I966. Pp. xvi, 302. Notes, bibliog.

$5·95·
PROFESSOR BILLINGTON, the frequently acknowledged dean of American
frontier historians, gives us in this heavily documented book as sophisticated
a defense of Frederick Jackson Turner's "frontier hypothesis" as we are
likely ever to get. He no longer seems interested in quibbling with the
strident Turnerian critics of the last forty years. He has performed this
chore many times over in the past. Now he suggests that the moment has
arrived to speak positively, albeit moderately and even modestly. And this
is all to the good. Surely the debate over Turner's magisterial insight into
the relation between the frontier experience and the uniqueness of American society will continue. But certain also that in this latest volume Billington has managed to shift the debate to new ground, to a much more useful
realm of analysis thari we have yet possessed. This book is, in short, the
book that Turner himself should have written.
Professor Billington's methodology is clean and uncomplicated. First he
combed the voluminous travel literature for attitudes and behavioral traits
that European commentators deemed most distinctively "American," especially those overseas visitors who toured the frontier and gave particular
notice to pioneer traits-usually in contrast to what they had seen in the
East. Thus he highlights such items, for example, as Lord Bryce's statement
that the West seems the most characteristically American section of the
United States. The results, Billington concludes, "suggested, but by no
means proved, that some connection existed between identifiable characteristics of the American people and their pioneering heritage."
Second, he asks the question: "How could the frontiering experience
alter the behavior not only of frontiersmen, but of their descendants?" And
for the answer he turns to the behavioral scientists: "I found the studies of
sociologists, anthropologists, social psychologists, and demographers extremely valuable. . . . The findings of social scientists, particularly in the
fields of motivation, personality, culture, and spatial mobility, do suggest
logical means whereby three centuries of expansion did alter the behavioral
patterns of the frontiersmen, and to a lessening degree of their descendants
of the twentieth century."
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There are doubtless those who will remain unconvinced; and this is not
the kind of book a brief review can easily pass final judgment upon. Every
curious scholar must judge for himself, and no competent student of American society can afford not to be curious. Altogether-in conception and
execution-an admirable, a necessary book.
The University of Nebraska
RoBERT R. DYKSTRA

THE FRONTIER RE-EXAMINED. Ed. by John Francis McDermott. Urbana:
The University of Illinois Press, 1967. Pp. x, 192. Illus., maps, index.
$6.95·
THE ESSAYISTS represented in this volume, as John Francis McDermott
points out in his introduction, "have adopted no thesis." Originally presented as papers at a conference on the frontier, held on the Edwardsville
campus of Southern lllinois University, in November 1965, these essays
are as varied in topic and approach as the number of authors included.
Thus, this volume does not use any aspect of the frontier as a unifying
theme, or deal theoretically with the frontier (as did, for example, a similar
collection edited by Walker D. Wyman and Clifton D. Kroeber, The Frontier in Perspective, University of Wisconsin Press, 1956). Rather, it is a
potpourri of essays on diverse facets of the frontier.
1
Refreshingly, editor McDermott eliminated one tired theme when he
admonished his contributors "not to attack Turner but to discuss aspects of
the frontier not accounted for by him [Oscar 0. Winther quotes McDermott on p. 42]." The only writer who dared disobey the editor's injunction
was the editor himself. McDermott argues, as others have before him (i.e.
Louis B. Wright and Earl Pomeroy), that man did not revert to the primitive on the frontier, and provides evidence that early St. Louis attained an
impressive level of civilization. When McDermott asserts that it was "the
man of capital and enterprise who opened the western country," it seems
to me that he is guilty of overstatement in the tradition of Turner.
Most of the essays view topics which Turner and his students, for various
reasons, ignored. Most, then, are not "re-examinations" or re-assessments.
Rather, they extend our knowledge by poking into dusty comers of Westem history which our predecessors chose to avoid, or of which they were
unaware. Thus, Merrill J. Mattes takes a look at the long neglected "jumping-off places" on the overland trails-such as Council Bluffs and Kansas
City. Oscar 0. Winther briefly describes past research on Western transportation, future needs, and Turner's slight interest in the topic. Ralph E.
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Morrow explains organized religion's failure to take up the challenge of the
frontier in the early part of the nineteenth century as a result of internal
problems which were aggravated by the Great Revival. Richard Oglesby
writes with understanding on "The Fur Trade as Business," an aspect that
is only recently being scrutinized; anthropologist Preston Holder looks at
the fur trader through the eyes of Indians in the Dakotas and finds the view
unpleasant. Readers of this journal will be particularly interested in Donald Jackson's study of Spanish reaction to the expeditions of Lewis and
Clark, Thomas Freeman and Zebulon Pike.
Happily, a few of the contributors are not historians. Thus, we learn
from ethnologist John C. Ewers of recent interest in "documentary art of
the American West," and of the need for greater and more critical use of
this source. Cartographer Herman R. Friis exhorts historians to greater use
of maps, while archivist Oliver W. Holmes identifies gaps in our knowledge
of territorial period history and suggests that states begin to do their share
to make documentary collections more accessible.
Frontier literature is not neglected. Jules Zanger explains why the frontiersman evolved into a heroic literary figure in the tradition of Davy
Crockett rather than a Leatherstocking. George R. Brooks describes the
generally idyllic picture that German novelists drew of the mid-nineteenth
century West, and Joe Frantz writes engagingly of his search for a cowboy
philosophy.
These essays illustrate the variety and quality of research that has become
increasingly characteristic of frontier history. Few Western historians will
fail to find something stimulating and useful in this handsomely printed
volume.
San Diego State College
DAviD J. WEBER

THE FAR SouTHwEST I846-1912. A TERRITORIAL HISTORY. By Howard
Roberts Lamar. New Haven and London: Yale University Press, 1966.
Pp. xii, 56o. Maps, bibliog., index. $10.oo.
THis BOOK is a valuable addition to the history of the "Four Corner
States." Whether or not the reader agrees with their designation as "The
Far Southwest" is not important; he will soon forget any quarrel with the
author on this point. It is not rash, moreover, to predict that most readers
will treasure this book not only for its insight into the political history of
the four turbulent territories that eventually became the states of New
Mexico, Colorado, Utah and Arizona, but also for its abundant notes and
bibliographical and archival references.
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Most of the vast area covered by the four territories had once been under
the jurisdiction of imperial Spain and was added to the United States by
the Texas Annexation of 1845, the first Mexican Cession of 1848, and the
Gadsden Purchase of 1853. Although Spain had not nurtured this northern
salient of its American empire, its institutions and way of life left an imprint which would not allow future Anglo-American settlers to forget that
they were on the borderlands of another culture. Issues such as the separation of Church and State and the maintenance of a public school systemas opposed to state-supported parochial schools-would, for example, complicate early Coloradan as well as New Mexican political behavior. And,
as Professor Lamar notes, even the most progressive Anglo-American leaders could not resist dabbling in Spanish-Mexican land claims.
There were other determinants, at times even harsher than the cultural
conflicts or the difficult mountains, broken plateaus, and arid climate common to much of the area, such as the permanent hostile Indian population,
the need for settlers to look for outside help to survive in an untractable
environment, and a federal spoils system which too often placed territorial
destinies in the hands of political hacks, defeated congressmen, or jobless ·
relatives of congressmen and cabinet officers. Other western territories, of
course, shared these problems in varying degrees, but none were forced to
endure the long territorial apprenticeship of New Mexico (185'0-1912),
Utah (1850-1896), and Arizona (1863-1912).
But why these three? Professor Lamar is not given to over-simpli6.cation:
in an informative introduction on the history of territorial development
from the early days of the Northwest Ordinance of 1787 to the admission
of Arizona to statehood in 1912 and in the several chapters dealing with
each of the three territories, he describes the issues, the policies, the
schemes, and the personalities that complicated their road to statehood. Nor
does he slight the uniqueness of the Utah experience. It was, in his words,
"perhaps the most turbulent and unusual one to occur in the history of the
American territorial system, for nowhere else had the federal government
ever faced the problem of turning a desert frontier theocracy into a standard
democratic American state." Four chapters on Colorado, a mining frontier
which escaped the fate of its three neighbors, round out the volume.
The New Mexican story accounts for more than forty per cent of the
book's five hundred and four text pages. The titles of the seven chapters
dealing with the history of this territory summarize the main themes: New
Mexico: Feudal Frontier; Taos: Port of Entry; A Conquest by Merchants;
In Hostile Array: Civil Government, 185I-I961; Civil War, I861-1869;
The Santa Fe Ring, 1865-I885'; and New Mexico Comes of Age, I88oI 900. Many pages later, in the final chapter of the book, Professor Lamar
describes the last years of the final struggle to gain statehood for Arizona
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and New Mexico. By then, the proponents of statehood had to thread their
way past the heritage of the Spanish-American War, the conservation crusade and the Progressive movement within the Republican Party, before
they could achieve their goal. At one point there was introduced a proposal
to admit Arizona and New Mexico jointly as a single state, but it caused a
storm of disapproval throughout the Southwest. Marcus Aurelius Smith,
the slight, keen-eyed Kentuckian who dominated Arizona politics at the
turn of the century, stated acidly that the bill proceeded on the argument
"that one rotten egg is bad, but two rotten ones would make a nne omelet."
The long and colorful but often painful era of political apprenticeship did
come to an end in 1912 for the remaining two territories; in the process,
however, "the unique qualities of the Far Southwest and the long persistence of the frontier period there had greatly affected and enriched the unfolding chronicle of American history."
This book affords a welcome treat to readers weary of accounts of cowboys and Indians, western bad men, and other subjects which emphasize
the more sensational aspects of the much more significant story of the development of the West. Professor Lamar terms it "a modest excursion into
the neglected area" of territorial history. This is perhaps the greatest understatement in the entire book. Rather than a modest excursion into an important, albeit neglected, field of American historiography, Professor Lamar
has wedded the tools of history, political analysis, and social science to produce a highly readable book which will undoubtedly rank as a major contribution to the history of the Southwest.
New York City
JosEPH P. PETERS

A

NATION MoVING WEsT. Ed. by Robert W. Richmond and Robert W.
Murdock. Lincoln: The University of Nebraska Press, 1966. Pp. x, 366.
Bibliog., index. $5.50, cloth; $1.95, paper.

AT THIS sTAGE in the history of western anthologies, the question must be
raised of each new one, "Do we learn anything new from it?" Such a
question can be answered in several different ways. The material contained
in the anthology can be new, unique, or otherwise unavailable. It can be
so organized as to shed new light or at the very least, additional light, on
the westward movement or some aspects of the American frontier. It can
be used to advance or buttress a particular thesis that contributes to our
understanding of the westward movement.
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In the preface to this volume, the authors state that their anthology is
designed to "center, as much as possible, on people and things directly concerned with the settlement of the American West-the movement itself and
the life that followed immediately in its train." With the exception of the
chapter devoted to the Civil War west of the Mississippi, they have succeeded quite well in confining its scope along the lines they wished. In the
process, they have prepared a well-designed work that turns out to be little
more than a conventional anthology which adds another title to the shelves
of Western Americana and perhaps offers another option for the dwindling
number of courses in the history of the West.
The authors do their conventional job adequately and even admirably.
They have created a well-integrated and at times even moving anthology.
Unlike many such efforts, this volume clearly is not slapped together~ but
is, rather, the product of a great deal of considered effort. Its selections
"Bow" and the authors' introductions serve to properly connect them without disturbing the Bow. Reading through it, one gets a sense of the liveliness and, indeed, the passion of the various 'Wests," from the crossing of
the Appalachians to the completion of legal settlement of Oklahoma in·
1906.
The failures of A Nation Moving West are those of conventional anthologies of the frontier experience. They are important enough to warrant·
the question as to whether the book even achieves its stated purpose adequately. Omission of the spatial extensions of the land frontier to Alaska
and Hawaii are commonplace in such works but one may well ask whether
they are justified, particularly in the case of Alaska where the continuation
of the original settlement process with twentieth-century variations is of no
little significance, especially since that great land achieved statehood.
Even more difficult to justify is the downgrading of the role played by
government in the settlement of the West by omitting any reference to the
really crucial activities of government in the post-exploration stages of the
conquest of the continent. Reading through the selections in this volume,
one would have little notion that government on any level, aside from the
governments of the mining camps or the U. S. Army, had a role to play.
While this omission might have been acceptable in a conventional work
before 1955, there is no excuse for such oversight- today. Indeed, considering the volume of literature published in the last decade revealing the extensive role of government in the opening of the West, omission of any
discussion of the impact of land grants, federal land surveys, the construction of roads and railroads (other than the transcontinental ones), and the
founding of public institutions effectively robs the book of much of its
utility, not to mention the fact that it reinforces certain myths about
"rugged individualists" who conquered the continent unaided; myths that
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are made doubly difficult to live with when one knows that they are not
true.
It is too bad that such a well-constructed work is marred by this major
frailty. Even so, students and other people seeking a relatively easy means
of penetration into the life of the frontier could do much worse than to
pick up this volume.
Temple University
DANIEL J. ELAZAR

THE WAcONMASTERs. By Henry Pickering Walker. Norman: The University of Oklahoma Press, 1966. Pp. xii, 348. Illus., maps, bibliog., index. $5·95·
THE W AGONMASTERS is a thoroughly researched and well written book on
a phase and area of transportation history that, although not entirely neglected, needed the present treatment. The book is, in the main, a doctoral
dissertation prepared and submitted at the University of Colorado. But dissertations need not be dull and this one, while not scintillating, possesses
finesse and considerable charm.
The subject is dealt with more topically than chronologically, although
the opening chapter presents an historical sketch of transportation on the
Plains. The major topics dealt with in meaningful succession are trails,
Missouri river port towns, the wagonmasters themselves, the draft animals
and vehicles of the trade, and, in considerable detail, the trade with Salt
Lake City, Denver, and the Montana mines. No attempt is made to deal
in any depth with West coast freighting even though the two areas-the
Plains and the Pacific slope-were not entirely separate and distinct commercial domains during the period embraced by this study. The role of the
United States government, discussed in the chapter entitled "Uncle Sam:
Customer,'' is dealt with, albeit in a much too cursory manner. Finally
come the "Shortening Haul" and the "End of the Trail," brought on in
both situations by the railroad.
The heavily documented character of this book, in addition to an impressive bibliography of major collections and items consulted in widely
scattered libraries, bears witness to the author's thoroughness.
The weakest feature of the book is the maps. One, a two-page spread entitled "Principal Routes of Wagon-Freighting," suffers from both important
omissions and from misrepresentations. Routes to the Black Hills are, for
example, omitted even though the freighting to Deadwood and environs is
discussed at considerable length, and the Central Overland Route (the
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main artery across the Plains) is shown from Fort Kearny westward as on
the south side of the Platte only. Then for some unexplained reason a
principal wagon route is shown extending down the Columbia River Gorge
to the mouth of the Willamette, and although the map encompasses the
entire trans-Mississippi west, the major north-south wagon roads on the
West coast are omitted.
Similarly, the map showing routes of water-borne commerce indicate
only the Missouri, Sacramento, San Joaquin, Arkansas, Red, and Rio
Grande rivers west of the Mississippi as being water-borne. How about the
Columbia, the Willamette, the lower Colorado, and the Minnesota? And
the third and remaining map, showing "Principal Ports of the Prairie Sea,"
shows but one lonely railroad connection-the Hannibal & St. Josephwhen, in fact, by I865 there were many lines totaling 3,272 miles of tracks
west of the Mississippi, many of which served Missouri River ports. The
illustrations are numerous and superb.
Indiana University
OscAR OsBURN WINTHER

SoLDIERS ON THE SANTA FE TRAIL. By Leo E. Oliva. Norman: The University of Oklahoma Press, I967. Pp. xii, 228. Illus., maps, bibliog., index. $4.50.
OF the enormous volume of literature related to it, published or archival
manuscript, no work until now has been devoted solely to the military
history of the Santa Fe Trail. That is why, Leo Oliva says in a preface to
this book, he was moved to undertake an inclusive, integrated history of
the trail from I 829 to I 88o.
Oliva compresses into this slim volume what normally might be expected
to require a book three times its size: a review of commercial trade in the
early years, es'tablishment of military escorts to afford protection, effects of
the war with Mexico, subsequent military campaigns, and finally, a discussion of military posts and soldier life along the trail. Granting that the
book accomplishes a certain loose integration, it must be said that very little
new material is found and much of what Oliva does relate has been told
frequently and often better by others in the past.
One of the problems, apart from this, is the author's one-dimensional use
of historical materials and seeming failure to recognize that history is a
matter of cause and effect. A series of occurrences in the past may provide
a series of historical facts, but they are facts of no meaning unless related to
the circumstances that caused them to happen. Oliva, unfortunately, has
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no apparent interest in causative circumstance. It is in this area that his
book could have turned up valuable new insights, and it is in this area
where his book mainly fails. His treatment of the Adobe Walls campaign
of 1864-here referred to as Adobe Fort and dismissed in one paragraphillustrates the problem. The campaign, conceived and ordered by Brigadier
General James H. Carleton, is presented simply as one of a number of
measures taken that summer and fall to compel the Plains Tribes to abandon their attacks on the Santa Fe Trail. This is a one-dimensional historical
fact, in one sense true, but in its dangling implications untrue. As far as
the reader knows, Carleton's motivation was an automatic military response
-a concern to save American lives from the savagery of Comanches and
Kiowas. Not at all. Confronted simultaneously with devastating crop failures in New Mexico and imperative need to feed 7,384 Navajos and 430
Apaches at his Bosque Redondo reservation, Carleton had overpowering
personal reasons for keeping freight wagons moving over the trail. He did
not want his Indians to starve; he knew that if they did his own neck was
on the block. That is why he ordered Kit Carson to make the campaign of
Adobe Walls.
With some few exceptions Oliva avoids analysis and judgment as scrupulously as he avoids the underlying cause of events. In instances where
judgment is offered one wishes he might have just stayed with the fadsas, in relating a capsulated version of the Confederate defeat at Glorieta
Pass, he concludes that the decisive but small engagement might be termed
the "Gettysburg of the West." Or again, considering in the space of one
paragraph the fate that befell Black Kettle's band at Sand Creek, he decides
that this was not a massacre but a "fierce battle, which is still the subject
of controversy."
Another of the problems is a result of the author's determination of the
framework within which he would work. Facts have a vicious way of turning in the hand and biting back-as no one has learned better than this reviewer. A book that attempts no more than to offer fact upon fact can be
dreadfully vulnerable. Thus, in what begins promisingly as a good exposition of the organization and movement of General Kearny's Army of the
West, little cogs and wheels start to fly about, until the vehicle of facts
Oliva has put together loses the reader's confidence. Capt. Hancock Jackson is confused with Capt. Congreve Jackson; the Army of the West had
eighteen pieces of ordnance, not sixteen; when the Laclede Rangers left
Fort Leavenworth they numbered ninety-nine men, not one hundred and
seven; Kearny made his departure June 30, not June 29; and Captain
Angney's two companies of infantry did not leave Bent's Fort on August I,
but with the main column of the army next day.
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In one important area, the book succeeds well. Oliva has gone to obvious
pains to document, from primary source materials, the establishment and
operational period of every military post on the Santa Fe Trail. They are
all here: Forts Atkinson, Aubrey, and Mann-with especial consideration
given to Forts Zarah, Lamed, Dodge, Lyon, and Union. No matter that his
account of the selection of Fort Union's site repeats a common error-the
material otherwise is good and includes revealing new information about
the forts themselves and, of equal interest, details of the daily life of soldiers
garrisoning them. One learns, for example, that Col. Edwin Vose Sumner's
inept selection of the site for Fort Defiance had, in the year before, an interesting precedent. This was his order directing that Fort Atkinson be located twenty-six miles east of the Cimarron Crossing and be built of stone.
From the standpoint of affording protection to the trail, Oliva says, the
choice was good. Otherwise it was lamentable. There was no stone within
ten miles <;>f the site, and no timber. So, contrary to orders, the fort was
built of Kansas sod and soon was dubbed Fort Sod, or Fort Sodom. Cats
were imported to fight off invading armies of field mice but the post was
impossible to maintain and was abandoned in I853.
The book contains three maps, one of them a fold-out diagram of the
trail which is legible, comprehensive, and accurate. Of seventeen halftone
plates, ten are of military posts and are of superior interest. In addition,
Oliva has provided a most helpful index.
Santa Fe, N.M.
FRANK McNITT

FAREWELL To TEXAS: A VANISHING WILDERNEss. By William 0. Douglas.
New York: McGraw-Hill Book Company, I967. 'Pp. xiv, 242. Illus.,
maps, app., index. $6.95.
JusTICE WILLIAM 0. DouGLAS begins his twenty-first book-number one
in The American Wilderness Series-with the story of Naboth's vineyard,
which King Ahab coveted. Said Naboth to the King, "The Lord forbid it
me, that I should give the inheritance of my fathers unto thee." In Justice
Douglas' view the Ahabs, a small army of them, are robbing us of our
patrimony of pure water, unspoiled earth, and the right to enjoy the
natural areas which remain to us. The spoilers include predatory stockmen,
lumber barons, vandals, hunters, public utilities, Federal agencies, the
Corps of Engineers (who build useless dams), and the Park Service, which
doesn't know the difference between a State Park and an amusement
center.
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Although he lives in the Pacific Northwest, Mr. Douglas has interested
himself in the special problems of Texas for a long time, returning periodically to camp in the woods, run the rapids of the Rio Grande, or explore
the deserts and mountains of far West Texas. He loves the state, mourns
the rape which it has endured, and is doing all he can to stem the tide
of destruction, waste, and pollution.
He begins with the Big Thicket between the Sabine and Brazos rivers,
originally 3,ooo,ooo ·acres of woodlands so thick and wild that a man
could hardly find a way in. Only 3oo,ooo acres remain, and lumber companies, oil companies, and even home builders are reducing these by fifty
acres every day. Thanks to five thousand members of the Big Thicket
Association, Congress is considering a bill to make a national park of the
area, but since it takes six or eight years to get such a bill approved, the
Big Thicket will have been whittled down to less than 2oo,ooo acres when
it finally becomes the property of all the people.
Mr. Douglas turns next to the Big Bend, where overgrazing has almost
destroyed the land. The Big Bend National Park has salvaged some of it,
but the Park was set up only when ranchers who could no longer make a
living from their ruined pastures allowed the government to "bail them
out." The Davis Mountains have not been ruined yet, but they are in
danger. Only one enlightened owner, who controls a lovely canyon in the
Guadalupes in far West Texas, is willing and able to present an unimpaired wilderness as a heritage for all the people to enjoy. Mr. Douglas
hopes that McKittrick Canyon will not be open to everybody. "Those who
find their pleasure in dancing and drinking beer can be entertained along
the skirts of these great mountains," he says.
There can be no doubt that Mr. Douglas is a great crusader and a
competent writer. The present volume, however, could and should have
been better done. There are signs of haste. Pages seem to have been transcribed from field notes without much change. The unconnected paragraph, starting a new thought without transition or excuse, is almost a
trademark Mr. Douglas needs help with his Spanish, and his editor should
have kept him from writing such sentences as this: "When depicted
throwing darts at game, a religious ceremony is being depicted."
These are small matters, of course. More important is his urge to write
three books at once. He wants to write a travel diary-a play-by-play account
of his trips to Texas, the wonderful people he met, the little poems they
gave him, their pet recipes, their little jokes-and this he does quite
charmingly. At the same time he wants to explore the temporal and
natural history of each region, getting his information from competent
authorities on library shelves. Here he sometimes finds himself in trouble.
For instance he lets Jim Gillett (Six Years with the Texas Rangers) tell the
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story of the El Paso Salt War of 1877, apparently because Gillett limited
his account to exactly one page. Brevity is no substitute for accuracy, however, and the great Ranger leads Mr. Douglas into a number of factual
errors. For example, salt was not taken from the Guadalupe lakes "from
time immemorial." On account of the Apache menace these lakes were not
exploited until Civil War times. They came into use only when the supply
in New Mexico was cut off. Furthermore, nobody named McKittrick was
killed in the Salt War, and there could not be a connection between this
event and the naming of McKittrick Canyon.
The book which the Justice really wants to write, of course, is a documented horror story about what is happening to our plants and wild life,
our streams and cattle ranges. He could make his point more cogently if
there were less of his genial autobiography and his informal history. His
book, however, is an important one and the country owes him a debt of
gratitude for battling so valiantly and persistently to keep the Ahabs out
of the vineyard.
University of Texas at El Paso
C. L. SoNNICHSEN

PEDRO VIAL AND THE RoADs TO SANTA FE. By Noel M. Loomis and
Abraham P. Nasatir. Norman: The University of Oklahoma Press, 1967.
Pp. xxx, 570. Illus., maps, bibliog., index. $8.95·

'

SANTA FE, the capital of the frontier province 'of New Mexico, held a
peculiar fascination for nationals of Spain's rivals in North America. For
more than a century its promise of a rich market for European goods and
of access to even more rewarding opportunities farther south attracted
foreign adventurers from varying distances and by differing avenues of
approach. A few succeeded in reaching the town, but none reaped the
expected rewards. To thwart these intruders and to adjust to fresh strategic
situations resulting in rapid sequence from the Seven Years' War, the
revolution of the thirteen English Atlantic seaboard colonies, and the
purchase of western Louisiana by the United States, Spain adopted a
variety of defensive expedients. During the latter years of the eighteenth
century and the first few years of the next she reversed the policy of isolation followed while the west bank of the Mississippi River was in foreign
hands and attempted to open communications between Santa Fe and other
principal Spanish outposts to the northeast and the southwest. In consequence, frontier officials commissioned Pedro Vial and several of his contemporaries to explore and chart the possible routes betwen the New Mex-
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ican capital and San Antonio, Natchitoches, and St. Louis. Circumstances
deprived Spain of any profit from the effort, but the roads thus proved
feasible were soon used in the reverse direction by a rush of Santa Fe
traders.
This view of the roads leading to and from Santa Fe is the work of an
historian and a writer of western novels, faculty colleagues at San Diego
State College. It appears to be the product of two independent accomplishments rather than of a collaboration. Professor Nasatir provided copies
of the diaries from his personal collection and supervised their reduction to
print; Professor Loomis accepts responsibility for everything else in the
volume.
The diaries recording the explorations of Vial and his companions are
the ostensible focus of the book. Individually they differ in fullness of
·detail and quality of content, but collectively they reveal much about conditions in Spain's borderlands provinces as the eighteenth century gave way
to the nineteenth. Beyond the direct data they contain on aspects of
Spanish frontier administration, they record information on the habitats
of Indian tribes, their activities and movements, and their relations among
themselves; evidence of intensified efforts by rival governments to win and
maintain the loyalty of the Plains Indian tribes and to control their trade;
and precise detail on conditions of cross-country travel by small groups and
large bodies of men of European extraction, some using wheeled vehicles.
The accompanying text supplies considerable related material including
sketches and specific information on activities of many individuals operating at the time among the Indians of the area.
The major defect of the work, in the opinion of this reviewer, is that
the setting for the diaries is misconceived. Loomis devotes ten chapters, no
less than half the volume, to historical background in which he attempts
an extensive survey, often related in copious detail, of international rivalries in the borderlands east of Santa Fe from the last years of the seventeenth century to the end of the second decade of the nineteenth. He cites
much documentary material and numerous secondary works, but the exposition does not qualify in thoroughness, accuracy, and understanding for
acceptance as an authoritative resume for specialists in the field, and it
lacks perspective and clarity that would make it useful and attractive to
a general reader. It establishes no peculiarly relevant context for the diaries;
to the contrary, they are out of focus by the time the narrative reaches
them.
A corollary of the major defect is that the book is mistitled. Pedro Vial
is not the dominant figure. He appears in the introductory material only
after some two hundred pages, and although he traversed more of the
routes and produced a larger number of the diaries published than did any
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of the other individuals, his are neither the fullest nor the most informative
accounts. He perhaps deserves top billing for his contributions to exploration of the roads to Santa Fe, but his shortcomings as a diarist, to which
his difficulty with French (his native tongue) and his early inability to use
Spanish contributed, prevent his own writings from making the case for
him. His diaries establish him as a capable and resourceful explorer and
Indian agent, but it may be questioned whether the evidence sustains the
claim asserted in his behalf to distinction as a frontiersman over some of
his own companions or such a roughly contemporary figure as Juan Bautista de Anza.
Errors and misstatement account for some of the deficiencies in the exposition previously noted. After recounting St. Denis' sallies to the Rio Grande,
Loomis remarks (pp. 36-37), "Until I7I7 the Spaniards spent most of their
competitive energies against the Indians, but perhaps St. Denis' brash
crossing with goods steeled them to act, and to send the expedition under
Ramon to establish six missions and the presidio of Dolores between the
Neches and the Red River in Texas [he appears not to identify this
expedition of I7I6 as the one he earlier says St. Denis led to East Texa., ·
"to establish a mission there"] and the presidio of Los Adaes east of the
Sabine River [established not by Ramon, but by the Marques de Aguayo in
I72I], to hold back the French." Only complete reliance on French
sources, or works derived from them, it seems, could explain the comment
(p. 36) in reference to Manuela Sanchez, the girl St. Denis married at the
Rio Grande presidio, "Her name was Emanuelle-hardly a Spanish name."
His confession of inability to locate the town of Revilla (p. 2 I 8, n. I 3) sug. gests that he overlooked the reproduction of the map of Nuevo Santander
in Herbert E. Bolton's Texas in the Middle Eighteenth Century (following
p. 302), which he cites in other contexts. His own map of Vial's three
principal journeys (p. 266) does not show the course of the Arkansas River
above the mouth of the Canadian, but the Canadian shares with the lower
course of the Arkansas the legend "Arkansas River."
A careful proofreader would surely have discovered the second identical
description of the situation of Michilimackinac (p. 84, n. 24), and the line
of type repeated on p. 288, and such typographical errors as Phillip II
(p. 3), Nueva Santander (p. 21 r), all-fated for ill-fated (p. 250), and Can
Ygnacio for San Ygnacio (p. 310).
Tulane University
WILLIAM J. GRIFFITH
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PRINT IN A WILD LAND. By John Myers Myers. Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday & Company, Inc., 1967. Pp. xii, 274. Bibliog., index. $5·95·
DuRING AN AFFRAY in a dance hall at Calico, California, in 1884, a nameless stranger was shot to death. The editor of the Calico Print reported the
incident in exactly nine words:
"Joe Doe was killed at the Pastime. Good ridance."
Mr. Myers uses the incident to illustrate the irreverent cynicism of the
newspapers of the Western frontier. His handling of it serves equally well
to illustrate his own approach to his subject. The author uses only seventytwo words to dispose of this topic, including his conclusion that the frontier
editor "was no man to take his hat off just because somebody had been demoted to corpse," and is instantly off in another direction.
The nomadic printer-writers who followed the expanding American
frontier in the nineteenth century have been the subject of scores of books.
None with which this reviewer is familiar pretends to be a definitive treatment of the wild journalism of the Wild West. Nor does Print in a Wild
Land. Generally the authors have narrowed the subject, dealing either with
a single state or region, one publication, one editor, or with one peculiarity
(such as the tendency of Western editors to fight among themselves). Mr.
Myers avoids this narrowness at some sacrifice of depth. In twenty short
chapters he provides a quick look at all sides of the subject. The result is of
small value to scholars, but it puts frontier journalism in an ideal package
for the layman.
Several other things commend this book to the general reader. It is the
author's fifth volume on the Western frontier and it reflects impressive research. Mr. Myers knows his subject well enough to tell it briefly-always
with the right anecdote and the proper quotation. The author's style is as
racy as was that of the editors he describes-and he takes these cantankerous
iconoclasts no more seriously than they took each other. Best of all, Mr.
Myers has a fine taste for the grotesque, the incongruous, and the absurd,
which makes his book fun to read.
Print in a Wild Land is not an important volume, but it is a pleasant one.
The University of New Mexico
ANTHoNY G. HILLERMAN
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